Unison Communion Prayer

Dear and loving God, with grateful hearts we prepare to receive your gifts
to us, taken in remembrance of Jesus Christ. Let your Holy Spirit grace our
table, so that we may know Christ fully in the breaking of the bread and the
sharing of the cup. Bind us together through this holy meal as the Body of
Christ, and grant us the peace of your presence. Amen.

Blessing and Sharing of the Elements

Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving

We give you thanks, Loving God, for the simple splendor of this holy meal.
Through the power of Jesus' presence at this table, grant us the grace to
remain in his fellowship always and the conviction to follow him wherever
he leads us. Amen.

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS
SILENT PRAYER

PASTORAL PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER (Unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

INVITATION OF GENEROSITY

PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKSGIVING

Holy One, may our offerings remind us of the abundance you've poured
into our lives. Help us to give extravagantly, not out of duty, but from
hearts filled with joy and gratitude. Bless these gifts and use them to
bring your hope to the world. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN - "Blest Be the Tie That Binds” #368
BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE
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Hearing devices are available from one of the Ushers.
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WELCOME!

If you are a guest, we are especially pieased that you have joined us for worship,
and if your faith-pilgrimage so guides you, we hope that you will worship with us
again and consider making First Congregational UCC your family of faith and
church home. We want your worship experience to be meaningful and free of
confusion; the following are common practices in this congregation: An asterisk
(*) in the margin indicates standing for those who choose. Bold print when
found in a litany or reading indicates that this is read aloud by the
congregation.

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL
PRELUDE

THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
WORDS OF WELCOME

CHURCH NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

L - We find it easy to say, “Yes, we will follow Christ.”

C - But sometimes discipleship makes uncomfortable demands on us.
L - Yet, in all of this, Christ calls us continually to follow.

C - He is present with us at all times.

L - Let us place our trust always in his guidance.

C - Let us open our hearts to his will and his ways. AMEN.

UNISON PRAYER

God of life, you call us to follow, not just believe. Root us in your truth,
strengthen us to choose Christ’s way, even when it’s hard. Make us bold
in love, steadfast in justice, and faithful in all things. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN - "Lord, Speak to Me, That I May Speak” #356

*PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE

Holy One, too often we have made comfort our companion and
convenience our compass. We have heard Your call to carry the cross
but have chosen the easier road. We count the cost and hesitate.
Forgive us, O God, when we treat discipleship like a hobby instead of
the path that leads to life. Shape us into people who live what we
proclaim, who build with intention, who follow You not just in word, but
in truth. Amen.

*WORDS OF GRACE
God is still speaking, Christ still calls, and the Spirit still moves, and we are still
invited to receive God’s grace.

RESPONSIVE READING PSALM - Psaim 1

L - Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked

C - or take the path that sinners tread or sit in the seat of scoffers,

L - but their delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law they meditate day
and night.

C - They are like trees planted by streams of water,

L - which yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves do not wither.

C - In all that they do, they prosper.

L - The wicked are not so but are like chaff that the wind drives away.

C - Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment nor sinners in
the congregation of the righteous,

L - for the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked
will perish.

GOSPEL - LUKE 14: 25-33

Now large crowds were traveling with him, and he turned and said to
them, “Whoever comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and
children, brothers and sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple.
Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me cannot be my disciple. For
which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down and estimate the
cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has faid
a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule
him, saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.” Or what king,
going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and consider
whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him
with twenty thousand? If he cannot, then while the other is still far away, he
sends a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. So therefore, none of you
can become my disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.

DEVOTIONAL HYMN - “As we Gather at Your Table” #314

SERMON

THE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

(First Congregational UCC practices open communion. All who feel so called are
invited to share in the meal of the Lord’s table. Please wait until all have been served
before partaking of the elements.)

Call to Communion



Announcements - September 7, 2025

Welcome! If you cannot join us on Sunday mornings, you can watch on
our Facebook page: YouTube Channel (youtube.com/@ First
CongregationalGlencoe). For our Shut-In's at Long Term Care, it can
be seen on Monday’s at 9:30 am and Tuesday’s at 6:00 pm in the
Chapel.

Our Coffee Hosts for Sunday morning will be Stan and Shirley
Hoof. Please Join us for coffee and goodies in the Fellowship Hall.

Birthdays: September 7-Sherri Geise

Weekly Calender:

Sunday: 9:15 am Communion Worship Service
Discipleship Meeting

Monday: 11:00 am Bible Study

Wednesday: 6:00pm Pot-Luck Planning Meeting

Thursday: 8:00 pm A.A.

Next Sunday: Sunday School Kick-Off

Sunday School Kickoff will be during Worship Service on
September 14, 2025! This year we will have fun on our faith journey
and become closer to our best friend- “Jesus”! In John 15:15 Jesus says,
"No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his
master is doing; but I have called you FRIENDS, for all that I have heard
from my Father I have made known to you." Join us in joyful prayer as
we anticipate a wonderful year becoming closer to Jesus!

Looking Ahead:

September 8th — 11:00 am Bible Study Begins

September 10th — 6:00pm Pot-Luck Dinners Planning Meeting
September 17th - 7:00pm Youth Group

September 21st - Start Stewardship Drive

Next Week: I will be in the office on Monday, September 8th and
Tuesday, September 9th. Wendy

Bible Study Is Back! Let’s get together and explore God's Word!
We’ll meet in the connecting room (just outside of the sanctuary)
at 11am on Monday’s Everyone is welcome to this low stress,
conversational gathering where we are interested in learning how God is
speaking to us today!

PotLuck Planning Meeting: You know the old adage, “many hands
make light work”, right? To keep these dinner’s easy peasey, we will
need a small group of food and fellowship lovers to help keep things
running smooth, not to do all the work, mind you, but help with
organizing food, hosts, and helpers. Join pastor on Wednesday,
September 10th at 6pm in the Fellowship Hall if you can help!

Youth Group: Starting this fall, we are excited to announce, Youth
Group on Wednesday nights at 7Zpm (full schedule coming soon) All
Youth 6th -12th grade are invited to attend! Friends of families who are
not actively involved with our church or the UCC are also invited as long
as they agree to the guidelines and rules of the Youth Group, as well as
the church itself as a means of respecting the space in which we use
during our meetings. At our first meeting, parents or guardians are asked
to join us with their students so that our leader, Cole Marshall, can get
acquainted, talk about future plans, and put names to faces! Depending
on the size of the group that attends regularly, we may be in need of
adult volunteers! If you're interested in helping out at any point down the
road, please don't hesitate to reach out! The Youth Group will be a
safe space for all and one in which everyone can be their true
authentic self without judgment.

If you have any questions you can contact Pastor Adam at
pastor@firstcongochurch.org or the Youth Leader Cole Marshall at
cole@firstcongochurch.org




