SILENT PRAYER
PASTORAL PRAYER

LORD'S PRAYER (Unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread. And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

INVITATION OF GENEROSITY

PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKSGIVING

God our Provider, receive these gifts in gratitude from your people. We
pray that these offerings meet the needs of the world and our
community. May they serve as a public withess of our commitment to
being friends with Jesus. Amen.
*CLOSING HYMN - “"What a Friend We Have In Jesus” #442

POSTLUDE
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‘W First
« Congregational

United Church of Christ ©

1400 Elliott Avenue North

Glencoe, MN 55336
320-864-3855

e-mail: office@firstcongochurch.org
website: firstcongochurch.org

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost

September 14, 2025 — Sunday School Kick-Off
Rev. Adam Thompson, Pastor



WELCOME!

Whether you are a long-time member, a friend, or a guest, we share the
common purpose of worshiping our great God on this day. If you are a guest,
we are especially pleased that you have joined us for worship.  An asterisk (*)
in the margin indicates standing for those who choose. Bold print when found
in a litany or reading indicates that this is read aloud by the
congregation.

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL
PRELUDE

THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
WORDS OF WELCOME

CHURCH NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

L - Come, beloved of God—Not as strangers, not as servants, but as friends
invited close.

C - Christ has called us friend, sharing the heart of heaven with us.

L - No longer kept at a distance, no longer left in the dark; we are known, we
are chosen.

C - We are welcomed into the mystery, into the love that moves through
our Triune God.

L - So come now, not with fear, but with joy and trust.

C - We come to worship the One who speaks our name with friendship.

UNISON PRAYER

Gracious God,

We thank you for Jesus who calls us friends. You have opened your
heart to us, sharing Your wisdom and invited us into your purpose and
your love. Help us to live as Your true friends; faithful, listening, and full
of joy. Teach us to love as You love, to serve not from duty, but from
delight. In this time of worship, draw us closer to Your voice, deeper
into Your heart, and onward in Your mission. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN - “This is the Day” #257

“"WHAT IS A FRIEND? - Congregational Activity

RESPONSIVE PSALM - Psalm 133

L - Look at how good and pleasing it is when friend’s live together as one!

C - It is like expensive oil poured over the head, running down onto the
beard —

L - Aaron’s beard! Which extended over the collar of his robes.

C - It is like the dew on Mount Hermon streaming down onto the
mountains of Zion,

L - because it is there that the LORD has commanded the blessing: everlasting
life.

GOSPEL READING - John 15:11-17 (The Message)

Jesus said, “I've told you these things for a purpose: that my joy might be your
joy, and your joy wholly mature. This is my command: Love one another the
way I loved you. This is the very best way to love. Put your life on the line for
your friends. You are my friends when you do the things I command you. I'm
no longer calling you servants because servants don’t understand what their
master is thinking and planning. No, I've named you friends because I've let you
in on everything I've heard from God.

SONG - “Jesus Loves Me” #103
COLLECTING AND INSTALLING THE CONGREGATIONAL ACTIVITY

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
SERMON

*DOXOLOGY — Hymn #46
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God all creatures here below,
Praise God for all that love has done,
Creator, Christ and Spirit one. Amen.

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS

CALL TO PRAYER
L- God be with you.
C- And with your spirit.
L- Let us pray. Holy One, you have revealed yourself to us and granted us
the grace to continue steadfast in faith.
C- Eternal Companion of all who seek you, draw near to us and hear
our prayer.



Announcements - September 14, 2025

Welcome! If you cannot join us on Sunday mornings, you can watch on our
Facebook page: YouTube Channel (voutube.com/@ First
CongregationalGlencoe). For our Shut-In’s at Long Term Care, it can be seen
on Monday’s at 9:30 am and Tuesday’s at 6:00 pm in the Chapel.

Our Coffee Hosts for Sunday morning will be Christian Ed.
Please Join us for coffee and goodies in the Fellowship Hall.

Birthdays: September 15-Samantha Schilling, Samantha Graupmann; Sept
16-Victoria Schultz

Weekly Calender:
Sunday: Sunday School Kick-Off
Church Bazaar Fundraising Meeting during Coffee Hour

Monday: 11:00 am Bible Study
Wednesday: Noon-Resource/Trustee’s Meeting

2:00 pm Leadership Meeting

7:00 Youth Group
Thursday: 8:00 pm A.A.

Sunday School Kickoff will be during Worship Service on

September 14, 2025! This year we will have fun on our faith journey and
become closer to our best friend- “Jesus”! In John 15:15 Jesus says, "No longer
do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing;
but I have called you FRIENDS, for all that I have heard from my Father I have
made known to you." Join us in joyful prayer as we anticipate a wonderful year
becoming closer to Jesus!

Church Fundraising Bazaar! Our next meeting will be held on
September 14th, during Coffee Hour to review our plans for the December
Bazaar and build a calendar to formalize plans for the various groups, including:
Luncheon Meal, Holiday Cookies, Rosettes, Lefsa, Pizzelles ,baked items, jellies
& jams, Santa’s Attic, Greeters, Publicity, Set-Up/ Breakdown, Money Takers,
and comptroller {plus who did I forget?). This is our church Fundraiser and ALL
are welcome! *Remember: Before you open your doors for your
upcoming garage sale, be sure to set aside a haif dozen of your “best”
items for Santa’s Attic! Space will be available at the church throughout
the fall to store them.

Bible Study! we’ll meet in the connecting room (just outside of the
sanctuary)at 1lam on Monday’s. Everyone is welcome to this low stress,
conversational gathering where we are interested in learning how God is
speaking to us today!

Youth Group: Starting this fall, we are excited to announce, Youth Group
on Wednesday nights at 7pm (full schedule coming soon) All Youth 6th -12th
agrade are invited to attend! Friends of families who are not actively involved
with our church or the UCC are also invited as long as they agree to the
guidelines and rules of the Youth Group, as well as the church itself as a means
of respecting the space in which we use during our meetings. At our first
meeting, parents or guardians are asked to join us with their students so that
our leader, Cole Marshall, can get acguainted, talk about future plans, and put
names to faces! Depending on the size of the group that attends regularly, we
may be in need of adult volunteers! If you're interested in helping out at any
point down the road, please don't hesitate to reach out! The Youth Group wifl
be a safe space for all and one in which everyone can be their true
authentic self without judgment. If you have any questions you can
contact Pastor Adam at pastor@firstcongochurch.org or the Youth
Leader Cole Marshall at cole@firstcongochurch.org

September’s Mission of the Month — Warm Coats: This month
the church will be collecting new and gently used coats for our Common Cup
Coat Distribution, held in October. Cash donations are also greatly accepted and
we’ll shop for you! Distribution will take place in Glencoe as well as Hutchinson.
We are in need of: Coats -sizes newborn - 16/18 youth, men/women especially
XL & up. (No wool coats please!); Snow pants - all sizes; Waterproof mittens &
gloves Boots. Bring your donations to church and we will get them to the
Common Cup office. While the distribution date has not yet been posted, we
will collect your donations through October 5th. Volunteers are needed to
help load and/or transport donations from Huichinson to Glencoe. Also
set-up help is needed in Glencoe on dates TBD. Contact Pastor Adam or
Bridget K, 320-864.5651.

August Mission of the Month Results — School Supply Drive thru
Common Cup: Thanks to your great support for the young people in our
Mcleod County community over 580 backpacks, filled with supplies, were
distributed between Hutchinson, Glencoe and Lester Prairie this year. Additional
supplies were provided to the schools for handout to the students, as needed.
We reached our goal of supplying the same four items as last year - backpacks,
pencils, colored folders and flash drives. Plus we had an extra backpack
provided that was packed with gear!




