DEVOTIONAL HYMN - “God of Life” #242

CHILDREN’'S MESSAGE
SERMON

*DOXOLOGY - Hymn #46
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God all creatures here below,
Praise God for all that love has done,
Creator, Christ and Spirit one. Amen.

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS

CALL TO PRAYER
L- God be with you.
C- And with your spirit.
L- Let us pray. Holy One, you have revealed yourself to us and granted us
the grace to continue steadfast in faith.
C- Eternal Companion of all who seek you, draw near to us and hear

our prayer.
SILENT PRAYER

PASTORAL PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER (Unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread. And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. And
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

INVITATION OF GENEROSITY

PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKSGIVING

Abundant God, may the gifts we give along with your miraculous power
be sufficient to the needs of the community and a blessing to the world
that you love. Amen.

*¥*CLOSING HYMN - “Fruitful Trees, the Spirits Sowing” #236

POSTLUDE
* k ok k ok

Pianist: Alyson Winn Lagergren

W First
<« Congregational

United Church of Christ ©

1400 Elliott Avenue North

Glencoe, MN 55336
320-864-3855

e-mail: office@firstcongochurch.org
website: firstcongochurch.org
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost

September 21, 2025
Rev. Adam Thompson, Pastor



WELCOME!

Whether you are a long-time member, a friend, or a guest, we share the
common purpose of worshiping our great God on this day. If you are a guest,
we are especially pleased that you have joined us for worship.  An asterisk (*)
in the margin indicates standing for those who choose. Bold print when found
in a litany or reading indicates that this is read aloud by the
congregation.

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL

PRELUDE

THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES

WORDS OF WELCOME

CHURCH NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP (Inspired by Psalm 113)

L - Praise the Holy One! From the rising of the sun until its setting, the name of
God deserves our praise!

C - Who is like our God...seated on high?

L - Praise the Most High, who observes all things and remembers the poor and
those in need.

C - God our Righteousness raises the lowly and levels the exalted.

L - Praise the Righteous One, who is just and mighty, who repairs and redeems.

C - The Redeemer pours out love and justice, compassion and
conviction, hope and salvation. Praise the Holy One!

UNISON PRAYER

Great God, who gathers us together in spirit and in truth, sanctify our time
together. Grant us wisdom and discernment. Open our hearts to receive and
to give. Be glorified in our worship and the transformation that moves us
forward as your people. In your glorious and precious name, we pray.
Amen.

*QPENING HYMN - “"Blessed Assurance” #S 25

*PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE

Redeemer, forgive us for defiling your holy ground. We have not cared for
your creation, we have not loved our neighbor as ourselves, and we have
not been faithful with the gifts you have given to us. We ask you not to
clean our slate but to renew our hearts. Soften the hardness this world
encourages us to wrap around our hearts, and replace it with compassion,
empathy, and accountability to our neighbor, siblings, and creation. Awaken
a new life within us. Amen.

*WORDS OF GRACE

RESPONSIVE PSALM - Psalm 113

L - Praise the LorD!

C - Praise, O servants of the LoRD; praise the name of the Lorp.

L - Blessed be the name of the LORD from this time on and forevermore.

C - From the rising of the sun to its setting, the name of the Lorp is to be
praised.

L - The Lorp is high above all nations and his glory above the heavens.

C - Who is like the Lorp our God, who is seated on high,

L - who looks far down on the heavens and the earth?

C - He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the ash
heap,

L - to make them sit with princes, with the princes of his people.

C - He gives the barren woman a home, making her the joyous mother of
children.

ALL - Praise the LoRb!

GOSPEL READING - Luke 16:1-13

Then Jesus said to the disciples, "There was a rich man who had a manager, and
charges were brought to him that this man was squandering his property. So he
summoned him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an
accounting of your management because you cannot be my manager any longer.
Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is taking the
position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. I
have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may
welcome me into their homes.’

So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much do
you owe my master?’ He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil” He said to him,
‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.” Then he asked another, ‘And how
much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of wheat.” He said to him,
‘Take your bill and make it eighty.” And his master commended the dishonest
manager because he had acted shrewdly, for the children of this age are more
shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light. And I tell
you, make friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is
gone they may welcome you into the eternal homes.

“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much, and whoever is dishonest
in a very little is dishonest also in much. If, then, you have not been faithful with the
dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? And if you have not been
faithful with what belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? No slave
can serve two masters, for a slave will either hate the one and love the other or be
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”



Announcements - September 21, 2025

Welcome! If you cannot join us on Sunday mornings, you can watch on our
Facebook page: YouTube Channel (youtube.com/@ First
CongregationalGlencoe). For our Shut-Ins at Long Term Care, it can be seen
on Monday’'s at 9:30 am and Tuesday’s at 6:00 pm in the Chapel.

Our Coffee Host for Sunday morning will be Jim Cox.
Please Join us for coffee and goodies in the Fellowship Hall.

Thank you to Alyson Winn-Lagergren for playing piano during worship today.

Birthdays: Sep 22 - Shirley Steele, David Huitt; Sept 26-Daniel Rach

Weekly Calender:

Monday: 11:00 am Bible Study

Wednesday: 7:00 Youth Group

Thursday: 8:00 pm A.A.

Next Sunday: Welcome/Worship/Deacon’s Meeting

September’s Mission of the Month — Warm Coats: This month
the church will be collecting new and gently used coats for our Common Cup
Coat Distribution, held in October. Cash donations are also greatly accepted and
we'll shop for you! Distribution will take place in Glencoe as well as Hutchinson.
We are in need of: Coats -sizes newborn - 16/18 youth, men/women especially
XL & up. (No wool coats please!l); Snow pants - all sizes; Waterproof mittens &
gloves Boots. Bring your donations to church and we will get them to the
Common Cup office. While the distribution date has not yet been posted, we
will collect your donations through October 5th. Volunteers are needed to
help load and/or transport donations from Hutchinson to Glencoe. Also
set-up help is needed in Glencoe on dates TBD. Contact Pastor Adam
or Bridget K, 320-864.5651.

Bible Study! we’ll meet in the connecting room (just outside of the
sanctuary)at 1lam on Monday’s. Everyone is welcome to this low stress,
conversational gathering where we are interested in learning how God is
speaking to us today!

Youth Group on Wednesday nights at 7pm - 9/24, & 10/1.
All Youth 6th -12th grade are invited to attend! The Youth Group will be a
safe space for all and one in which everyone can be their true authentic self
without judgment. If you have any questions you can contact Pastor
Adam at pastor@firstcongochurch.org or the Youth Leader Cole Marshall
at cole@firstcongochurch.org

Help Us Spread! Holiday Cheer! With White Christmas Gifts:
Let's help the Forensic Services from The St. Peter Treatment Center’s
“"HOLIDAY CHEER” program by providing a gift or a cash donation. Gifts of
NEW hygiene products, activity books, sweatshirt (M-XL}), sweatpants (M-XL),
blankets and cash are greatly appreciated to spread cheer through our halls and
brigthen our patient’s days. "“Sharing a gift, even something as small a new
"Word Search” book reminds people they are not forgotten. We will be
collecting White Christmas earlier this year, so we will be collecting through
October and will be blessing the gifts on Sunday, October 26th. A special thank
you to Ken and Karen Stenzel who will deliver the gifts on Monday, October
27th.

First Congo’s Bazaar Update! Pians for our December 6th “Event” are
underway and all hands are encouraged to participate in all sorts of ways! The
following people have stepped up to lead us in accomplishing this event. Please
volunteer to help when they reach out to you and if YOU want to help with
something SPECIFICALLY, YOU SHOULD CALL THEM! There's no room for “wall
flowers”! Here's what’s happening:

Home or Cell Email
224 554-9492  kariwarner1772{@gmail.com

Activity Team Leader
Luncheon & Lefsa Kari Warner
& Set-up & Take-down

Sweets & Baked Goods Paula Bulau 320 864-6510  p.bulau@yahco.com
Rosettes Bridget Kienenberger 320 864-5651  cdkandme(@aol.com

Crafts & Santa’s Attic Ann Wangerin 320 510-5751  ann123wangerini@gmail.com
Greeters plus! Joanne Biederwolf 612 819-7026 jbjbieder{@gmail.com

Labels, Signs, etc. Chris Marsh 320 316-1370 chris.marsh@embargmail.com
Supplies — boxes, bags Todd Bulau 320 310-1278




