WELCOME!
RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL
PRELUDE
THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
WORDS OF WELCOME
CHURCH NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

L - In this present time, no matter what passes before us,

C - God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.
L - As earth shakes and nations are in an uproar,

C - God is present with us and is our sanctuary in times of trouble.
L - As the world trembles in fear and worry,

C - May we find stillness and peace, knowing God is God of all.

UNISON PRAYER

Holy Redeemer,

In the dusk of this liturgical year, we recall the beauty of our days
together. The blessedness of Christmas love and the light of Epiphany
move us to bring illumination to our neighbors. The hope of Easter and
the strength of Pentecost inspire us to bring the Good News of God’s
love to this world. All of this is to create God’'s Realm here on this earth,
where we follow the steps of Christ, knowing the endurance of the Holy
Spirit abides with us today and always. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN - “All Glory Laud and Honor” #178

*PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE

Divine Grace,

Jesus promises paradise to his neighbor on the cross. No matter what
transgression the person had carried out, Jesus still promised a future
filled with hope, mercy, and filled with your love. And yet, we often
want to limit paradise for our neighbors but, what we don’t realize is
that their lives are not for us to judge. Beloved God, open our hearts
wide to mercy - both in receiving and in extending it to others. May we
shun judgment and open our hearts to a paradise here on earth where
all your children can abide in peace and wholeness. Amen.

*WORDS OF GRACE

RESPONSIVE PSALM - Luke 1:68-79

L - "Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked favorably on his people
and redeemed them.

C - He has raised up a mighty savior for us in the house of his child
David,

L - as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,

C - that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all
who hate us.

L - Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors and has
remembered his holy covenant,

C - the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham,

L - to grant us that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies,
might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness in his presence all
our days.

C - And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High,

L - for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,

C - to give his people knowledge of salvation by the forgiveness of their
sins.

L - Because of the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will
break upon us,

C - to shine upon those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.”

GOSPEL READING - Luke 23:33-43

When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there
with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. [[Then Jesus said,
“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”]] And they cast
lots to divide his clothing. And the people stood by watching, but the leaders
scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the
Messiah of God, his chosen one!” The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and
offering him sour wine and saying, “If you are the King of the lJews, save
yourself!” There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.”

One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are
you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” But the other rebuked him, saying,
“Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of
condemnation? And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting
what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he
said, “Jesus, remember me when you come in your kingdom.” He replied, "Truly I
tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”

DEVOTIONAL HYMN - “Before the Cross of Jesus” #188



SERMON

*DOXOLOGY — Hymn #46
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God all creatures here below,
Praise God for all that love has done,
Creator, Christ and Spirit one. Amen.

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS

CALL TO PRAYER

L- God be with you.

C- And with your spirit.

L- Let us pray. Holy One, you have revealed yourself to us and granted us
the grace to continue steadfast in faith.

C- Eternal Companion of all who seek you, draw near to us and hear
our prayer.

SILENT PRAYER
PASTORAL PRAYER

LORD'S PRAYER (Unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

INVITATION OF GENEROSITY

PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKSGIVING

God of All Time and Space,

You call us to transform the world through the extension of your grace
to all of creation. May we find new and creative ways to share our
treasures, talents, and time in order to create your Realm here on
earth. May we work to create paradise beginning here today. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN - “"When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” #202
POSTLUDE
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Announcements — November 23, 2025

Welcome! If you cannot join us on Sunday mornings, you can watch on our
Facebook page: YouTube Channel (youtube.com/@ First
CongregationalGlencoe).

Our Coffee Host for on Sunday Morning will be Roxy Mathews.
Please Join us for coffee and goodies in the Fellowship Hall.

Birthdays: Nov 23-Barb Magnuson, Alyson (Winn) Lagergren; Nov 24-Jutian
Huitt; Nov 25-Chad Kottke; Nov 26-Linda Landon; Nov 28-Clara Cruz, Emily
Forcier; Nov 29-Jean Marsh

Weekly Calender:
Sunday: “Hanging of the Greens"
Monday: No Bible Study
Tuesday: Noon-Resource/Trustee’s Meeting
2:00pm - Leadership Meeting
Wednesday: Thanksgiving Dinner Prep
7:00pm UCC Thanksgiving Eve Service @ First Congo
Thursday: Noon - Community Thanksgiving Dinner
8:00 pm A.A.
Friday: Christmas Market Prep
Next Sunday: Worship/Welcome/Deacon’s Meeting
Making Rosette’s

Pastor Adam will be in office this week on Tuesday, Not Monday.

“Hanging of the Greens” We can use your help decorating the church for
the Holidays This Sunday, November 23rd following Worship. Please plan
to stay and help that morning!

Please Join Us! We will be hosting the Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service
with our UCC Community at 7:00pm on Wednesday, November 26th.

November’s Mission of the Month Update - were continuing to
gather Thanksgiving Dinner contributions. Envelopes and are available by the
collection plate at the back of the church.

Community Thanksgiving Meal: The Annual Community Thanksgiving
Dinner will be served at First Congregational on November 27, 2025 at 12
noon. Meal reservations are still open but please call 320-864-3855
and leave your name and number attending. There is no charge for the
meal, however, there will be an opportunity for a free will offering for the local
Food Shelf. The Community Thanksgiving meal is funded in part, by a grant
from Thrivent Financial, Michael’'s Food, Seneca, along with Christ Lutheran,
Good Shepherd Lutheran, and First Congregational Church. Donations to
purchase food are welcome in cash or check (write check to First Congregational
Church and note in memo for Thanksgiving Dinner).

Shape Our Worship Music! We're looking for a few music-loving hearts
and minds to help select hymns for our worship services, particularly for the 3rd
Sunday of the month. We already have a beautiful core of hymns, and now—
with fresh musical talent in the mix—we have the opportunity to expand our
selection. If you love hymns and want to help guide how we praise through
song, we'd love to have you involved. Reach out to Pastor Adam to learn more!

For Your Information! The Resource and Leadership Teams are meeting
this month on Tuesday, November 25th. Resource Team will meet at noon at
Unhinged Pizza and Leadership meets at 2:00 pm at church.

Counting Down to “"A Christmas Market” - December 6th, 10am
— 2pm. Help us publicize our church’s fundraiser by distributing a fiyer where
you shop, drop in or pay a quick visit. The flyers, along with word of mouth, are
our best publicity. Fiyers are available at the back of the church and in the
fellowship hall.

Youth Group on Wednesday nights at 7pm - Next gathering
is December 10th. All Youth 6th -12th grade are invited to attend!
The Youth Group will be a safe space for all and one in which everyone can be
their true authentic self without judgment. If you have any questions you
can contact Pastor Adam at pastor@firstcongochurch.org or the Youth
Leader Cole Marshall at cole@firstcongochurch.org




We need every one of you to help “Spread the News”

that First Congo's church bazaar is backl  Become an
“influencer” and reach out to all your friends on FaceBook,
TikTok, at book club, the health club, the doctor’s office, the
grocery line.. wherever you congregate! Good publicity is no
better than word of mouth and the savings well make from not
placing large colorful newspaper ads can be better used through
community service donations. o, here's the Scoop:

Our Church Bazaar Has a NEW NAME!
CHRISTMAS MARKET, 2025

Our Team Leaders met last week and accomplished two important goals:

1. Our churches’ future fundraising project name: Christmas Market, and

2. Our Event’s Goal: Money generated through the sales at the Christmas
Market will support *Community Qutreach Projects”.

3. Women's Fellowship will lend the seed money to purchase materials and
supplies needed to support the Christmas Market’s up-front costs.

Teams have already begun asking for church member involvement in one of many
activities taking place on December 6th. We're hoping you'll reach out to the Team
Leaders with your offering to support one of the many activities. Don’t know what
the activity may entail?? Ask them!

Activity Team Leader Home or Cell  Email
Luncheon & Lefsa Kari Wamer 224 554-9492  kariwarner1772@gmail.com

& Set-up & Take-down

Sweets & Baked Goods Paula Bulau 320 864-6510 p.bulau@yahoo.com
Rosettes Bridget Kienenberger 320 864-5651  cdkandme@aol.com

Crafts & Santa’'s Attic Ann Wangerin 320 510-5751  ann123wangerin@gmail.com
Greeters plus! Joanne Biederwolf 612 819-7026  jbjbieder@gmail.com

Labels, Signs, etc. Chris Marsh 320 316-1370 Glencoemarsh@gmail.com
Supplies — boxes, bags Todd Bulau 320 310-1278
Cashiers Brenda Schultz 320-510-1894  bschultz4646@hotmail.com



