CALL TO PRAYER

L- God be with you.

C- And with your spirit.

L- Let us pray. Holy One, you have revealed yourself to us and granted us
the grace to continue steadfast in faith.

C- Eternal Companion of all who seek you, draw near to us and hear
our prayer.

SILENT PRAYER
PASTORAL PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER (Unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy wili be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

INVITATION OF GENEROSITY

PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKSGIVING

Beloved Creator, we offer these gifts to you in the spirit of Hope. We
place our trust in you and in those who faithfully care for your people,
that these gifts will be used to protect and uplift those who are in need.
Help us to remember our role to act as agents of your grace each and
every day. Amen

*¥*CLOSING HYMN - “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” #121
POSTLUDE
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WELCOME!

Whether you are a long-time member, a friend, or a guest, we share the
common purpose of worshiping our great God on this day. If you are a
guest, we are especially pleased that you have joined us for worship.
An asterisk (*) in the margin indicates standing for those who choose.

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL
PRELUDE

THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
WORDS OF WELCOME

CHURCH NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

L - As the sun rises on this new season, we turn within and ask God to renew
hope in each one of us.

C - For the sake of my relatives and friends, proclaim with joy, “Let us
go to the house of our God and find hope within!”

L - Though the days are hard, and the news, grim, we turn to our siblings here
asking them to trust God, as we have so many times in the past.

C - For the sake of my relatives and friends, we proclaim with joy,
“Peace be within the walls of this house, that our hope might spread
beyond!”

L - In our fears and our desperation, in our exhaustion and our pain, God wraps
us in bands of hope, holding us together so we may continue the struggle for

justice and peace.

C - For the sake of my relatives and friends, we proclaim with joy, I will
seek all that is good within the house of God, and I will carry it with

me wherever I go!”

UNISON PRAYER

Emmanuel, we come here today to renew ourselves in the generosity of
God's hope. We will climb the mountain hand in hand that we may learn
again of God’s promise to be with us, both in the valley and on the
peaks. Let us set down our despair and rest in the light of God until we
are renewed. Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE - Hope
*OPENING HYMN - "0 Come, 0 Come Emmanuel” #114

RESPONSIVE READING - Isaiah 2:2-5

L - In the last days the mountain of the LorD’s temple will be established as the
highest of the mountains;

C - it will be exalted above the hills, and all nations will stream to it.

L - Many peoples will come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain of
the LorD, to the temple of the God of Jacob.

C - He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths.”

L - The law will go out from Zion, the word of the LorD from Jerusalem.

C - He will judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many
peoples.

L - They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning
hooks.

C - Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for
war anymore.

L - Come, descendants of Jacob, let us walk in the light of the LORD.

GOSPEL READING - Matthew 24:36-44

“But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor
the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming
of the Son of Man. For as in the days before the flood they were eating and
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the
ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so,
too, will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will
be taken, and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one
will be taken, and one will be left. Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on
what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had
known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed
awake and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you aiso must
be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
DEVOTIONAL HYMN - “Lift Up Your Heads, 0 Mighty Gates” #127
SERMON

*ADVENT DOXOLOGY
All praise, eternal Christ, to thee,
Whose advent sets Your people free,
Once more upon Your people shine,
And fill the world with love divine. Amen.

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS



Announcements - November 30, 2025

Welcome! If you cannot join us on Sunday mornings, you can watch on
our Facebook page: YouTube Channel (youtube.com/@ First
CongregationalGlencoe).

Our Coffee Host this Morning will be Barb Magnuson.
Please Join us for coffee and goodies in the Fellowship Hall.

Birthdays: Nov 30-Pam Gould; Dec 4-Miriam Jungclaus; Dec 5-Zachery
Hinze

Weekly Calender:
Today: Worship/Welcome/Deacon’s Meeting
Making Rosette’s
Monday: 11:00 am Bible Study
Making Rosette’s
Tuesday: Making Rosette’s
Thursday: 8:00 pm A.A.
Friday: Christmas Market Prep
Saturday: 10:00 am-2:00pm Christmas Market
Next Sunday: 9:15 am Communion Worship Services
Discipleship Meeting

Youth Group on Wednesday nights at 7pm - Next gathering is
December 3rd. All Youth 6th -12th grade are invited to attend!
The Youth Group will be a safe space for all and one in which everyone
can be their true authentic self without judgment. If you have any
questions you can contact Pastor Adam at
pastor@firstcongochurch.org or the Youth Leader Cole Marshall
at cole@firstcongochurch.org

Everyone Is Invited to our monthly Dinner and Game night on
Wednesday, December 10th at 6:00pm.

Our Children’s Christmas Program “Christmas Light Show” will be
on Dec. 14th during our Worship Service. Seeking a few people to
play non-speaking roles, talk to Pastor Adam, Barb or Vicki

Calling all Christmas Market Elves! Here's the schedule to
bring in all your projects. The church will be open w/helpers
the following dates/times:
Dec 3rd, 10am — 4pm for Jams, Jellies, Crafts

and Santa’s Attic items
Dec. 4th, 12pm — 6pm for cookies, bars, caramels, fudge

& other Sweets

Call Paula B if this time frame will not work for you and she'll
make alternate plans. (home 864-6510, cell 320 296-5084)
Be sure to mark your containers if you want them back!

What’s Next:
Dec. 5th Cookie and Rosettes packaging takes place
Dec. 6th All Elf volunteers ready to go by 8 AM!

and minds to help select hymns for our worship services, particularly for
the 3rd Sunday of the month. We already have a beautiful core of hymns,
and now—with fresh musical talent in the mix—we have the opportunity
to expand our selection. If you love hymns and want to help guide how
we praise through song, we’d love to have you involved. Reach out to
Pastor Adam to learn more!

Our Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 25th following
worship, so that means I will need your reports for the Annual Report
ASAP and no later than Dec 3rd. Thank You! Wendy
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FIRST CANDLE

The Candle of Hope - We can have hope because God is faithful and will keep the promises
made to us. Our hope comes from God. (Romans 15:12-13)

SECOND CANDLE

The Candle of Preparation - Ged kept his promise of o Savior who would be born in
Bethlehem. Preparation means to "get ready”. Help us to be ready fo welcome YOU, O
GOD! (Luke 3:4-6)

THIRD CANDLE

The Candte of Joy - The angets sang o message of JOY! (Luke 2:3-15)

FOURTH CANDLE

The Candle of Love - The angles anncunced the good news of o Savior. God sent his only
Son to earth to save us, because
he toves us? (John 3:16-1%)

FIFTH CANDLE

Christ Candle - The white candle reminds us that Jesus is the spotless lamb of God, sent
to wash away our sins! His birth was for his death, his death was for our birth! (John 1:29)

Children’s Moment

As we journey into deep space this

Hope: Cosmic Dust Advent season, let us start with a rather
b remarkable beginning— the birth of a
fi:uh planet. When a big cloud of gas and
Pem dust in space (called a nebula) falis in
=2

on itself, it makes a brand-new star.
Around that baby star, the leftover gas
and dust form a giant, spinning disk,
kind of like a pancake in space. The tiny
dust specks inside the disk bump into
each other and stick together, slowly
growing into bigger rocks. These rocks
keep crashing together until they
become whole planets. Whether large
like Jupiter or small like our own planet
Earth, every planet begins with just two little pieces of cosmic dust coming together
and staying together. It seems almost too simple to be true. And yet, it is!

| wonder if hope works in a similar way—by one small connection at a time; by one
relationship, thought, or by one wish coming true. Consider how Jesus came into the
world, and Mary’s conversation with the angel Gabriel. To be asked to be Jesus’
mother was such a big life event, and yet it was started through the. simple act of
conversation. Have you ever thought about what helped Mary say “yes” that day?
What were all the everyday moments like before that one moment occurred? How
might she have built trust over time to hope in God’s message? Perhaps it is as the
Book of Jeremiah reminds us: God has plans of Good News, ‘plans to give you hope
and a future’ (Jer. 29:11). What do you hope for this Advent season?

And what small moments might be leading you there?

r J “...WHEN THEY SAW THE STAR, THEY WERE FiLep witi JOY...
[1 MATTHEW 2:10
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