THE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

(First Congregational UCC practices open communion. All who feel so called are
invited to share in the meal of the Lord’s table. Please wait until all have been served
before partaking of the elements.)

Call to Communion

Unison Communion Prayer

Dear and loving God, with grateful hearts we prepare to receive your gifts
to us, taken in remembrance of Jesus Christ. Let your Holy Spirit grace our
table, so that we may know Christ fully in the breaking of the bread and the
sharing of the cup. Bind us together through this holy meal as the Body of
Christ, and grant us the peace of your presence. Amen.

Blessing and Sharing of the Elements

Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving

We give you thanks, Loving God, for the simple splendor of this holy meal.
Through the power of Jesus' presence at this table, grant us the grace to
remain in his fellowship always and the conviction to follow him wherever he
leads us. Amen.

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS
SILENT PRAYER
PASTORAL PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER (Unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and
the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

INVITATION OF GENEROSITY

PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKSGIVING

Emmanuel, hear our prayer! We bring these gifts before you to spread peace
throughout our homes, our communities, and our world. Take these gifts to
strengthen our church and bring peace to your beloved children. Amen

*CLOSING HYMN - “Let There Be Peace on Earth” #512
BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE
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WELCOME!

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL
PRELUDE

THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
WORDS OF WELCOME

CHURCH NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

L - At the start of every day, God shakes us awake to the possibility of
reconciliation and joyful abundance.

C - May our Great Redeemer, who judges all with righteousness, reward
the tyrannized with justice.

L - In every season, God tends to the child within us, bringing into harmony all
distress and despair.

C - May our Beloved Emmanuel defend the cause of the deprived, give
deliverance to the abused, and overwhelm the will of their
persecutors.

L - Throughout all generations, God bestows upon the people a peace that is
everlasting.

C - May the Prince of Peace rain down blessed mercy upon the people,
showering the earth with righteousness and peace.

UNISON PRAYER

Almighty God, we seek relief from the unrest of our daily lives. You, who
offer peace and justice in a single hand, are our redeemer. Allow us, God, to
unfold in your palm. With each breath, allow us to inhale the power of your
sacred word, and exhale the turmoil within.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE - Peace
*OPENING HYMN - "0 Come, All Ye Faithful” #134

RESPONSIVE READING - Isaiah 11:1-10

L - A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from his roots a Branch will
bear fruit.

C - The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him— the Spirit of wisdom and of
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of might, the Spirit of the
knowledge and fear of the Lord—and he will delight in the fear of
the Lord.

L - He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes, or decide by what he hears
with his ears;

C - but with righteousness he will judge the needy, with justice he will

give decisions for the poor of the earth.

L - He will strike the earth with the rod of his mouth; with the breath of his lips
he will slay the wicked.

C - Righteousness will be his belt and faithfulness the sash around his

waist.

L - The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the
calf and the lion and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them.

C - The cow will feed with the bear, their young will lie down
together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox.

L - The infant will play near the cobra’s den, and the young child will put its hand
into the viper’s nest.

C - They will neither harm nor destroy on all my holy mountain, for the
earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord as the waters
cover the sea.

L - In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the
nations will rally to him, and his resting place will be glorious.

GOSPEL READING - Matthew 3:1-12

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea,

proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one of
whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,

"The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord;
make his paths straight.” ”

Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food
was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region around the
Jordan were going out to him, and they were baptized by him in the River Jordan,
confessing their sins.

But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he said
to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming

wrath? Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, and do not presume to say to
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’” for I tell you, God is able from these
stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lving at the root of the trees;
therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the
fire.

"I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is more
powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor
and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable
fire.”

CHILDREN'’S MESSAGE
DEVOTIONAL HYMN - “As we Gather at Your Table” #314
SERMON

ADVENT DOXOLOGY
All praise, eternal Christ, to thee,
Whose advent sets Your people free,
Once more upon Your people shine,
And fill the world with love divine. Amen.



Announcements - December 7, 2025

Welcome! If you cannot join us on Sunday mornings, you can watch on our
Facebook page: YouTube Channel (youtube.com/@ First
CongregationalGlencoe).

Our Coffee Host for Sunday Morning will be Kari Warner.
Please Join us for coffee and goodies in the Fellowship Hall.

Birthdays: Dec 7-Lily Ann Kottke

Weekly Calender:
Sunday: 9:15 am Communion Worship Services
Monday: 11:00 am Bible Study

Noon — Resource/Trustee’s Meetings

2:00pm Leadership Meeting
Wednesday: 6:00 pm Game and Dinner Night

7:00 pm Youth Group

Thursday: 8:00 pm A.A.
Next Sunday: 9:15 Worship Service w/Children’s Christmas Program

Evervone Is Invited to our monthly Dinner and Game night this
Wednesday, December 10th at 6:00pm.

Our Children’s Christmas Program “Christmas Light Show"” will be held
on Dec. 14th during our Worship Service. Seeking a few people to play
non-speaking roles, talk to Pastor Adam, Barb or Vicki

Youth Group on Wednesday nights at 7pm - Next gathering is
December 10th. All Youth 6th -12th grade are invited to attend! The
Youth Group will be a safe space for all and one in which everyone can be their
true authentic self without judgment. If you have any questions you can
contact Pastor Adam at pastor@firstcongochurch.org or the Youth
Leader Cole Marshall at cole@firstcongochurch.org

Please Join Us for our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service Dec 24th @ 7:00
pm
Our Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 25th following

worship, so that means I will need your reports for the Annual Report ASAP
and no later than Dec 3rd. Thank You! Wendy

I will be in the office on Monday and Tuesday of next week. Wendy

December’s Mission of the Month - 2B Continued - We will be collecting
for the 2B continued program throughout December. Donations are used to
carry out the organization’s mission to increase awareness of suicide prevention,
mental health & wellness through advocacy, education and outreach. Program
offerings include: Evidence based training for community members across the
lifespan — Partnerships with local schools to bring education to students about
suicide prevention - Activities and outreach that promote community
engagement - Suicide Loss & Bereavement Support Groups and resources. On
Sunday, December 14th, Tammy Diehn, from 2B Continued, will give a
presentation during our Worship Service

Rosette Making is Completed! If you catch an odor of cooking oil
throughout the building you’ll know that an average of 10 hearty souls were in
the kitchen over the past week teaching and/or learning the Art of Rosette
making! Thanks to everyone for their help. Kudos to Bill Curtis, our oldest
Rosette maker by age!

As requested, here’'s Norma Dahl’s recipe for a single batch of Rosette
batter: 1 Cup fiour, 1 Cup whole milk, ¥z tsp. salt, 1 tbsp. sugar, 2 jumbo eggs,
Wessen Oil. Beat eggs and sugar very well. Add the rest of ingredients and
beat. Let batter rest awhile.

Heat your oil in a Wok about 45 minutes before frying. Put your irons in the oil
while it heats up so they are hot when you begin. Fry in oil about 350 to 400
degrees depending on how hot your Wok heats (it's kinda random!). Lay your
Rosette on paper towels, upside down, to allow excess oil to drain off. Repeat.
Quantity varies depending on the size/type of iron you choose to use (but it
makes A LOT.). Using a bowl of granulated sugar, cover your cookie. Eat!




