WELCOME!
RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL

PRELUDE

THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES

WORDS OF WELCOME

CHURCH NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

MISSION OF THE MONTH - 2B Continued - Tammy Diehn

CALL TO WORSHIP

L - Joy is the gift God gives us upon waking in the morning to see beams of

sundance in dusty corners or hear much needed rain, even on a ieaky roof.

C - Joy is in the delight of tiny precious things.

L - Joy is the magnificence of the Redeemer when the tests come back clear, or
when a school test is finally passed, or when the spirit is tested and chooses
faith over fear.

C - Joy is in the hands that hold our own while we sit silently and wait.

L - Joy is the patience of Emmanuel when petty disagreement turns into great

injustice and change is slow to bend towards what is right and good.

C - Joy is in the small actions we take each day to help righteousness
and peace abound.

UNISON PRAYER

Beloved, we come now seeking to recognize moments of delight when we
feel connected to you. We bring our fragmented hearts filled with good
cheer, gentle reverence, and utter amazement; we share our secret hopes,
dependable comforts, and cozy moments of advent peace. Rise up within us
as we cherish the divinity of all that is good.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE - Joy
*OPENING HYMN - "This is the Day” #257

RESPONSIVE READING - Psalm 146:5-10 (The Message)

L - Don’t put your life in the hands of experts who know nothing of life, of
salvation life.

C - Mere humans don’t have what it takes; when they die, their projects
die with them.

L - Instead, get help from the God of Jacob, put your hope in God and know real
blessing!

C - God made sky and soil, sea and ali the fish in it.

L - God always does what he says—God defends the wronged, God feeds the
hungry.

C - God frees prisoners—God gives sight to the blind, God lifts up the
fallen.

L - God loves good people, protects strangers, takes the side of orphans and
widows, but makes short work of the wicked.

C - God's in charge—always. God is God for good!

ALL - Hallelujah!

GOSPEL READING - Matthew 11:1-11 (The Message)
When Jesus finished placing this charge before his twelve disciples, he went on
to teach and preach in their villages.

John, meanwhile, had been locked up in prison. When he got wind of what
Jesus was doing, he sent his own disciples to ask, “"Are you the One we've been
expecting, or are we still waiting?”

Jesus told them, “Go back and tell John what’s going on:
The blind see, The lame walk, Lepers are cleansed, The deaf hear, The dead are
raised, The wretched of the earth learn that God is on their side.

*Is this what you were expecting? Then count yourselves most blessed!”

When John’s disciples left to report, Jesus started talking to the crowd about
John. *What did you expect when you went out to see him in the wild? A
weekend camper? Hardly. What then? A sheik in silk pajamas? Not in the
wilderness, not by a long shot. What then? A prophet? That's right, a prophet!
Probably the best prophet you'll ever hear. He is the prophet that Malachi
announced when he wrote, ‘I'm sending my prophet ahead of you, to make the
road smooth for you.’

“Let me tell you what's going on here: No one in history surpasses John the
Baptizer; but in the kingdom he prepared you for, the lowliest person is ahead of
him.

DEVOTIONAL HYMN - “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” #7
CHILDREN’'S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM - “"The Christmas Light Show”

*ADVENT DOXOLOGY
All praise, eternal Christ, to thee,
Whose advent sets Your people free,
Once more upon Your people shine,
And fill the world with love divine. Amen.



SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS

CALL TO PRAYER
L- God be with you.
C- And with your spirit.
L- Let us pray. Holy One, you have revealed yourself to us and granted us
the grace to continue steadfast in faith.
C- Eternal Companion of all who seek you, draw near to us and hear
our prayer.

SILENT PRAYER &
PASTORAL PRAYER lrS t
LORD’S PRAYER (Unison) ' L]

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. On re atlom
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and

the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. U n ited C h u rc h Of C h ri St @

INVITATION OF GENEROSITY
PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKSGIVING

Precious God, take these gifts in the spirit they were given, with joy and 1400 E"iott Avenue North
love for our siblings around the world. Let us remember that we all have
times of trouble. We will each stand before you, hands clasped in prayer,
bl:;ging fc:r l:'elief. Use what we have here tz l;lring that relief wlhere it is Glencoe’ MN 55336
needed most.
*CLOSING HYMN - "Joy to the World” #134 320-864-3855
BENEDICTION e-mail: office@firstcongochurch.org
POSTLUDE website: firstcongochurch.org
PR W Third Sunday Of Advent

December 14, 2025
Rev. Adam Thompson, Pastor

Hearing devices are available from one of the ushers.



Announcements — December 14, 2025

Welcome! If you cannot join us on Sunday mornings, you can watch on
our Facebook page: YouTube Channel (youtube.com/@ First
CongregationalGlencoe).

Join Us For Coffee Hour on Sunday Morning. Coffee and cookies will
be served in the Fellowship Hall.

Birthdays: Dec 15-Desiree Richardson; Dec 16-Erin McNellis, Riva
Schwarzrock, Remy Schwarzrock; Dec 20-Tom Winn

Weekly Calender:

Sunday: Children’s Sunday School Program
Monday: 11:00 am Bible Study
Wednesday: 7:00 pm Youth Group
Thursday: 8:00 pm A.A.

Next Sunday: Discipleship Meeting

Poinsettia Order: If you would like to order a poinsettia for $15.00 in
memory or in honor of someone for our altar on Christmas, please cali
the church office at 864-3855 by Dec 17th.

Please Join Us for our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service Dec 24th @
7:00 pm

Our Annual Meeting wiill be held on Sunday, January 25th following
worship, so that means I will need your reports for the Annual Report
ASAP NOW. Thank You! Wendy

Annual Meeting Agenda Items: If you have any items that you want
addressed at the Annual Meeting, please call the church office ASAP.
Wendy is in the office on Tuesday and Wednesday. Or you can leave a
message on the answering machine @ 864-3855.

Youth Group on Wednesday nights at Zpm - Next gathering is
December 17th. All Youth 6th -12th grade are invited to attend!
The Youth Group will be a safe space for all and one in which everyone
can be their true authentic self without judgment. If you have any
questions you can contact Pastor Adam at
pastor@firstcongochurch.org or the Youth Leader Cole Marshall at
cole@firstcongochurch.org

December’s Mission of the Month - 2B Continued - We will be
collecting for the 2B continued program throughout December. Donations
are used to carry out the organization’s mission to increase awareness of
suicide prevention, mental health & wellness through advocacy, education
and outreach. Program offerings include: Evidence based training for
community members across the lifespan - Partnerships with local schools
to bring education to students about suicide prevention - Activities and
outreach that promote community engagement - Suicide Loss &
Bereavement Support Groups and resources. On Sunday, December
14th, Tammy Diehn, from 2B Continued, will give a presentation during
our Worship Service




