WELCOME!

If you are a guest, we are especially pleased that you have joined us for
worship, and if your faith-pilgrimage so guides you, we hope that you
will worship with us again and consider making First Congregational
UCC your family of faith and church home. We want your worship
experience to be meaningful and free of confusion; the following are
common practices in this congregation: An asterisk (*) in the margin
indicates standing for those who choose. Bold print when found in a
litany or reading indicates that this is read aloud by the congregation.

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL
PRELUDE

THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
WORDS OF WELCOME

CHURCH NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

L - To love is the greatest gift bestowed upon us. It is a surrender to God’s holy
power.

C - God loves us, despite all our mistakes, so we pray for the patience of
hope!

L - To be loved by God is the right of every living thing. This love is the sun and
the rain, it is the beginning and end of all.

C - God loves us even when we neglect our neighbors, so we pray for the
strength to bring peace.

L. - God’s love is always a promise and a responsibility, and we are given this love
freely. God demands nothing from us, yet knows we are capable of
greatness.

C - God loves us in the midst of destruction and despair, so we pray to
share a vision of joy.

L - Love is a sacred vow God has made to us, a rainbow in the sky, a baby in the
manger.

C - God loves us just as we are, and we gives thank and whisper amen.

UNISON PRAYER

Emmanuel, we come today with arms wide open, ready to meet your
precious son. Your love for us is so fuill that you sent a fragile babe to share
your holy word, knowing that he would face human pain. Open us, God!
Prepare us for his coming, that we may be messengers of your abundant
love, and act to ease the suffering of all.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE - Love
*OPENING HYMN - "0 Come, O Come, Emmanuel” #114

RESPONSIVE READING - Psalm 80:1-7. 17-19

L - Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock!

C - You who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth before
Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh.

L - Stir up your might, and come to save us!

C - Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved.

L - O Lord God of hosts, how long will you be angry with your people’s prayers?

C - You have fed them with the bread of tears and given them tears to
drink in full measure.

L - You make us the scorn of our neighbors; our enemies laugh among
themselves.

C - Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may
be saved.

L - But let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, the one whom you
made strong for yourseif.

C - Then we will never turn back from you; give us life, and we will call
on your name.

L - Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved.

GOSPEL READING - Matthew 1:18-25

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother
Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found
to be pregnant from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man
and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. But
just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your
wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son,
and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All
this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:
“Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son, and they shall
name him Emmanuel,"which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from
sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his
wife but had no marital relations with her until she had given birth to a son, and
he named him Jesus.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
DEVOTIONAL HYMN - “Gentle Joseph, Joseph Dear” #S9
SERMON



*ADVENT DOXOLOGY
All praise, eternal Christ, to thee,
Whose advent sets Your people free,
Once more upon Your people shine,
And fill the world with love divine. Amen.

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS

CALL TO PRAYER
L- God be with you.
C- And with your spirit.
L- Let us pray. Holy One, you have revealed yourself to us and granted us e
the grace to continue steadfast in faith.
C- Eternal Companion of all who seek you, draw near to us and hear Fl"St
our prayer.

e Congregational

PASTORAL PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER (Unison) . .
Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. | ' d ‘ h h f ‘ h
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. n Ite u rc 0 rl St ¢
And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. And lead us
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and

the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 1 400 E"iott Aven ue North
INVITATION OF GENEROSITY

PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKSGIVING Glencoe, MN 55336

Love and Light of the world, we give you thanks for these gifts. We give 320_864_3855

you thanks for the privilege of generosity. We give you thanks for the
ability to share your divine love in a tangible form with our siblings

around the world. Help us to remember, as we await Christ’s birth, to e-mail: office@firstcongochurch.org

give more generously than we receive, knowing we will always be rich in . .

your abundant love. Amen website: flfStCO“gOChurCh.Org

*CLOSING HYMN - “Hallelujah Christmas” See Insert Fourth Sunday Of Advent

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE December 21, 2025
T Rev. Adam Thompson, Pastor

Hearing devices are available from one of the ushers.



Announcements — December 21, 2025

Merry Christmas! If you cannot join us on Sunday mornings, you can watch
on our Facebook page: YouTube Channel (youtube.com/@ First
CongregationalGlencoe).

Our Coffee Hosts for Sunday Morning will be Mike and Lora Muer.
Please Join us for coffee and goodies in the Fellowship Hall.

Thank you to Alyson Winn-Lagergren for playing piano during worship on
Sunday morning.

Birthdays: None

Weekly Calender:

Sunday: Discipleship Meeting

Monday: 11:00 am Bible Study

Wednesday: 7:00 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship Service
Thursday: 8:00 pm A.A.

Next Sunday: Worship/Welcome/Deacon’s Meeting

Join Us for our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service Wednesday, Dec 24th,
7:00 pm

Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 25th following worship.

Annual Meeting Agenda Items: If you have any items that you want
addressed at the Annual Meeting, please call the church office ASAP. Wendy is
in the office on Tuesday and Wednesday. Or you can leave a message on the
answering machine @ 864-3855.

This Week I will just in the office on Monday, December 22nd. Wendy

Christmas Market Update: Thanking everyone, by name, who had a part in
this year’s Christmas Market is not possible... because there were so many
“behind the scenes” folks who did their part to make it the success it was.
WOW! We worried that after all everyone’s efforts shoppers wouldn’t come
through the doors at 10AM. Guess we should have placed more faith in the Lord
as they came in droves! We brought in over $4,000 which will be used to
support our church’s community outreach in 2026, thanks to everyone!

December’s Mission of the Month - 2B Continued - We will be
collecting for the 2B continued program throughout December. Donations are
used to carry out the organization’s mission to increase awareness of suicide
prevention, mental health & wellness through advocacy, education and
outreach. Program offerings include: Evidence based training for community
members across the lifespan - Partnerships with local schools to bring education
to students about suicide prevention - Activities and outreach that promote
community engagement - Suicide Loss & Bereavement Support Groups and
resources.

A Huge Thank-You! Many good souls from the three churches, plus two
young people from First Congregational, two from GSL, assisted in the
preparation and serving of 155 meals which raised over $1,800 for the MclLeod
Food Shelf through a free will offering. Many attendees expressed their
appreciation for being welcomed at this event, giving them a delicious meal and
fellowship on Thanksgiving Day. We are grateful and humbled by Christ’s spirit
in those supporting this event for the community. The Community Thanksgiving
Dinner was funded by Glencoe church members from First Congregational,
Christ Lutheran and Good Shepherd. It was also funded, in part by a grant from
Thrivent Financial and donations from Priority One, Michaels Foods and Seneca.
God bless you all! Barb Magnuson

Poinsettia’s For Our Service:

* In memory of their son, Michael Bendel-Stenzel; parents Herbert
& Adelaide Moe, Bernard & Helen Stenzel, given by Ken and
Karen Stenzel

In memory of Linda Curtis, given by The Curtis Family - Bill
Elizabeth, Anne, Abigial, Isaac

In memory of Patti, David, and Eric, given by Pastor Adam and
Family.

In memory of Phelps & Harriet Yocum and Blanche & Howard
Kienenberger, given by Carmen and Bridget Kienenberger

In memory of Carroll Opdahl, given by the Warner Family

In memory of Dotsie and Louie Kottke, given by the Kottke Family
In memory of Debbie Kottke, given by the Kottke Family

In memory of Allan Melzer, given by the Kottke Family
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