WELCOME!

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL
PRELUDE

THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
WORDS OF WELCOME

CHURCH NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

L - Rise and shine — the Light is revealed. Look! God’s dwelling is now among
us.

C - I lift my eyes up. We lift our eyes up. Holy is the Lord.

L - Like frankincense, we offer our prayers that rise with all who seek peace.

C - I lift my eyes up. We lift our eyes up. Holy is the Lord.

L - Like myrrh, we offer compassion; balm for the broken, mercy for the
wounded.

C - I lift my eyes up. We lift our eyes up. Holy is the Lord.

L - Let us desire what God desires; life for all creation and joy where justice is
fulfilled.

C - Look! God’s dwelling is now among us.

ALL - I lift my eyes up. We lift our eyes up. Holy is the Lord.

UNISON PRAYER

Radiant and Revealing God, you dwell not in temples or thrones
but among us; in caravans of mercy, in the faces of those returning
home, in the shimmering abundance of the sea. You are the star that
stirs our seeking, the Presence that refuses to be hidden, the Word
made flesh in neighbor and stranger alike. Lift our eyes, O Holy One, so
that we may see as you see— creation radiant, humanity restored, and
your dwelling now among us. Amen.

*QPENING HYMN - "Morning Has Broken” #258

*PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE

Holy One, you call us to rise, to see, and to rejoice-yet too often we
turn inward, protecting our comfort instead of pursuing your justice.
Lift us once more into your light of love. Transform the fear that keeps
us small into courage that acts with compassion. Renew the weariness
that dims our hope into joy that moves us toward peace. Amen

*WORDS OF GRACE

RESPONSIVE READING - Isaiah 60:1-6
L -Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon
you.
C - For darkness shall cover the earth and thick darkness the peoples,
L - but the LorD will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you.
C - Nations shall come to your light and kings to the brightness of your
dawn.
L - Lift up your eyes and look around;they all gather together; they come to you;
C - your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be
carried in their nurses’ arms.
L - Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
C - because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you; the wealth
of the nations shall come to you.
L - A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah;
all those from Sheba shall come.
C - They shall bring gold and frankincense and shall proclaim the praise
of the Lorp.

GOSPEL READING - Matthew 2:1-12

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,
magi from the east came to Jerusalem, asking, “"Where is the child who has been
born king of the Jews? For we observed his star in the east and have come to pay
him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem
with him, and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he
inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, “In
Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet:

‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

are by no means least among the rulers of Judah,
for from you shall come a ruler

who is to shepherd my people Israe

Then Herod secretly called for the magi and learned from them the exact time
when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and
search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word so
that I may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they
set out, and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen in the
east, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the
star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they
saw the child with Mary his mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage.
Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left
for their own country by another road.
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

DEVOTIONAL HYMN - "We Three Kings” #162
SERMON
SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS

CALL TO PRAYER

L- God be with you.

C- And with your spirit.

L- Let us pray. Holy One, you have revealed yourself to us and granted us
the grace to continue steadfast in faith.

C- Eternal Companion of all who seek you, draw near to us and hear
our prayer.

SILENT PRAYER
PASTORAL PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER (Unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

INVITATION OF GENEROSITY

PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKSGIVING

Luminous God,

We thank you for the gifts that flow like rivers, for the abundance that
rises from the sea, for the courage to give and to receive.

Bless now these offerings and the hearts from which they come.
Let them join the procession of compassion you invite into this world,
bringing joy where despair has lingered, and peace where fear has taken
root. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN - “Go Tell It on the Mountain” #160
BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE
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Announcements - January 11, 2026

Happy New Year! If you cannot join us on Sunday mornings, you can
watch on our Facebook page: YouTube Channel (youtube.com/@ First
CongregationalGlencoe).

Please Join us for coffee and goodies in the Fellowship Hall.
Birthdays: None

Weekly Calender:
Sunday: Sunday School
Take Down Christmas Decorations
Monday: 11:00 am Bible Study
Wednesday: Noon-Resource/Trustee’s Meeting
2:00 pm Leadership Meeting
6:00 pm Dinner and Game Night
Thursday: 8:00 pm A.A.
Next Sunday: Sunday School
Worship/Welcome/Deacon’s Meetings
Discipleship Meeting

Plan to Stay and help take down the Christmas Decorations after
church on Sunday morning.

Everyone Is Invited to our monthly Dinner and Game night this
Wednesday, January 14th at 6:00pm.

Youth Group on Wednesday nights at 7pm - Next gathering is
Janaury 21st. All Youth 6th -12th grade are invited to attend!
The Youth Group will be a safe space for all and one in which everyone
can be their true authentic self without judgment. If you have any
questions you can contact Pastor Adam at
pastor@firstcongochurch.org or the Youth Leader Cole Marshall at
cole@firstcongochurch.org

Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, January 25th following
worship.

Common Cup Diaper Drive: Dollars for Diapers! YES, for January’s
Mission project we're making the chalienge of donating easy! When you
provide the dollars, we’ll shop and deliver our church’s gift to the
Common Cup program. Throughout January we’ll have a diaper bag
prominently displayed in the sanctuary where you can deposit your
donation. The Discipleship team will do the rest. We'll be collecting
throughout the month and will announce our “diaper totals” in February.
Please make checks out to First Congregational Church. Contact Ann
Wangerin at 320-510-5751 with any questions. We are also
collecting Target cards for purchasing diapers.

A SNEAK PEAK at February’'s Mission of the Month”: Our next
Mission of the Month begins “right out of the shoot” with packing
Weekend Meals for Kids on February 3rd. We need to have a team
of six volunteers signed up and ready to start filling bags at 4pm that
afternoon at Glencoe’s City Center.

More details and the sign-up sheet will be available next Sunday.

A second date, Feb. 17th at 4pm will also be available to volunteer.
Watch for details!



