WELCOME!

Whether you are a long-time member, a friend, or a guest, we share the
common purpose of worshiping our great God on this day. If you are a
guest, we are especially pleased that you have joined us for worship,
and if your faith-pilgrimage so guides you, we hope that you will
worship with us again and consider making First Congregational UCC
your family of faith and church home. An asterisk (*) in the margin
indicates standing for those who choose. Bold print when found in a
litany or reading indicates that this is read aloud by the congregation.

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL
PRELUDE

THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
WORDS OF WELCOME

CHURCH NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP (Inspired by Isaiah 49:1,6-7)

L - Listen all you peoples. Hear this, you who are far away.

C - The Lord called us before we were born. From the beginning, God
has known our names.

L - God has shaped us for a purpose and placed God’s word in our mouths.

C -~ We are formed by God’s hand, hidden and held until the right time.
L -When we grow weary and feel unseen, the Lord does not abandon us,

C - Our worth rests with God, and our reward is in God'’s faithfulness.
L - The Holy One says: You are not only called for yourselves, but to be a light
beyond what you imagine.

C -We are sent to reflect God’s mercy, to carry hope to the ends of the
earth.

L -Come, let us worship the Lord, the Redeemer who calls, restores, and sends.
C - We come to worship God, trusting the One who is faithful.

UNISON PRAYER

Steadfast God,

you have enriched and enlightened us by the revelation of your eternal
Christ. Comfort us in our mortality and strengthen us to walk the path of
your desire, so that by word and deed we may manifest the gracious
news of your faithfulness and love. Amen.

*¥*OPENING HYMN - "I, the Lord Of Sea and Sky (HereI am Lord) # S 20

*PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE

Gracious and loving God,

We know we do not always live as we ought: We turn away from you,
from our neighbor, and from our true selves. We know we dim your light
within us, With our pride, our self-righteousness, and our need for
control We know that you love us, that you do not abandon us, and that
again and again you call us back to you, back to love, back to grace,
back to your light. Amen.

*WORDS OF GRACE

RESPONSIVE READING -Psaim 40:1-11

L - I waited patiently for the Lord; he turned to me and heard my cry.

C - He lifted me out of the slimy pit, out of the mud and mire;

L - he set my feet on a rock and gave me a firm place to stand.

C - He put a new song in my mouth, a hymn of praise to our God.

L - Many will see and fear the Lord and put their trust in him.

C - Blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord,

L - who does not look to the proud, to those who turn aside to false gods.

C - Many, Lord my God, are the wonders you have done, the things you
planned for us.

L - None can compare with you; were I to speak and tell of your deeds,
they would be too many to declare.

C - Sacrifice and offering you did not desire—but my ears you have
opened—burnt offerings and sin offerings you did not require.

L - Then I said, “Here I am, I have come—it is written about me in the scroll.

C - I desire to do your will, my God; your law is within my heart.”

L - I proclaim your saving acts in the great assembly; I do not seal my lips,
Lord as you know.

C - I do not hide your righteousness in my heart; I speak of your
faithfulness and your saving help.

L - I do not conceal your love and your faithfulness from the great assembly.

C - Do not withhold your mercy from me, Lord; may your love and
faithfulness always protect me.

EPISTLE READING - 1 Corinthians 1:1-19

Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and ur brother
Sosthenes, to the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus
and called to be his holy people, together with all those everywhere who call on
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ—their Lord and ours:

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.



I always thank my God for you because of his grace given you in Christ

Jesus. For in him you have been enriched in every way—with all kinds of speech
and with all knowledge-— God thus confirming our testimony about Christ
among you. Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gift as you eagerly wait for
our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. He will also keep you firm to the end, so
that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is

faithful, who has called you into fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

GOSPEL READING - John 1:29-42

The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, "Look, the Lamb of
God, who takes away the sin of the world! This is the one I meant when I said,
‘A man who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.'I
myself did not know him, but the reason I came baptizing with water was that
he might be revealed to Israel.”

Then John gave this testimony: "I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a
dove and remain on him. And I myself did not know him, but the one who sent
me to baptize with water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come
down and remain is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ I have seen
and I testify that this is God’'s Chosen One.”

The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. When he saw Jesus
passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!”

When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. Turning around,
Jesus saw them following and asked, "What do you want?”

They said, “"Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), "where are you staying?”
“Come,” he replied, “and you will see.”

So they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with him.
It was about four in the afternoon.

Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John had
said and who had followed Jesus. The first thing Andrew did was to find his
brother Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messiah” (that is, the
Christ). And he brought him to Jesus.

Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You will be
called Cephas” (which, when translated, is Peter).

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
DEVOTIONAL HYMN - “Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart” #224
SERMON

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS

CALL TO PRAYER

L- God be with you.

C- And with your spirit.

L- Let us pray. Holy One, you have revealed yourself to us and granted us
the grace to continue steadfast in faith.

C- Eternal Companion of all who seek you, draw near to us and hear
our prayer.

SILENT PRAYER
PASTORAL PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER (Unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

INVITATION OF GENEROSITY

PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKSGIVING
Creator of heaven and earth, receive these offerings from our hearts and
our hands. May they be used to bring heaven to the earth. Amen

*CLOSING HYMN - "I Love to Tell the Story” #360
BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE
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Hearing devices are available from one of the ushers.

Alyson Winn Lagergren - Piano
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Announcements - January 18, 2026

Happy New Year! If you cannot join us on Sunday mornings, you can
watch on our Facebook page: YouTube Channel (voutube.com/@ First
CongregationalGlencoe).

Our Coffee Hosts for Sunday Morning will be Clark Lovrien and Deb
Scranton. Please Join us for coffee and goodies in the Fellowship Hall.

Birthdays: Jan 9-Sam McNellis; Jan 20-Jessica Richardson; Jan
21-Shirley Hoof; Jan 22-Colton Robb

Weekly Calender:

Sunday: Sunday School
Worship/Welcome/Deacon’s Meeting
Discipleship Meeting

Monday: 11:00 am Bible Study

Wednesday: 7:00pm Youth Group

Thursday: 8:00 pm A.A.

Next Sunday: Sunday School

Annual Meeting

Youth Group on Wednesday nights at 7pm - Next gathering is
Janaury 21st. All Youth 6th -12th grade are invited to attend!
The Youth Group will be a safe space for all and one in which everyone
can be their true authentic self without judgment. If you have any
questions you can contact Pastor Adam at
pastor@firstcongochurch.org or the Youth Leader Cole Marshall at
cole@firstcongochurch.org

Annual Meeting will be held on next Sunday, January 25th
following worship. 2025 Annual reports are available at the back of
the church.

Common Cup Diaper Drive: Dollars for Diapers! YES, for January’s
Mission project we're making the challenge of donating easy! When you
provide the dollars, we’ll shop and deliver our church’s gift to the
Common Cup program. Throughout January we’ll have a diaper bag
prominently displayed in the sanctuary where you can deposit your
donation. The Discipleship team will do the rest. We'll be collecting
throughout the month and will announce our “diaper totals” in February.
Please make checks out to First Congregational Church. Contact Ann
Wangerin at 320-510-5751 with any questions. We are also
collecting Target cards for purchasing diapers.

A SNEAK PEAK at February’s Mission of the Month”: Our next
Mission of the Month begins “right out of the shoot” with packing
Weekend Meals for Kids on February 3rd. We need to have a team
of six volunteers signed up and ready to start filling bags at 4pm that
afternoon at Glencoe’s City Center.

A second date, Feb. 17th at 4pm will also be available to volunteer.
Watch for details!




