WELCOME!

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL
PRELUDE

THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
WORDS OF WELCOME

CHURCH NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

*CALL TO WORSHIP

L - Come, beloveds, into the wilderness of our heartbreaking and troubled days.

C - In the midst of our hunger for comfort, provoked by lies of scarcity,

L - this Lent journey promises bread and abundance.

C - In the midst of our longing for safety, enticed by promises of
security,

L - this Lent journey promises angels and costly solidarity.

C - In the midst of our clinging to power, lured by the ease of complicity,

L - this Lent journey promises prayer and turning around.

C - The Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness.

L - Come, beloveds, to worship, venturing deeper and deeper into the wilderness
of our broken and beautiful world.

UNISON PRAYER

In the wilderness and the wandering and the weariness, lead us, Holy
Spirit. In the hungering and the holding and the humbling, accompany
us, Holy Spirit. In the tempting and the testing and the turning, move
us, Holy Spirit. In the resisting and the refusing and the recognizing,
guide us, Holy Spirit. Ground in us, as we ground in you. Breathe with
us, as we breathe with you. Turn with us, as we turn toward you.
Amen.

*OPENING HYMN - “A Mighty Fortress is Our God” #469

*PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE

God of Grace we know that Lent is a hard time for us. Remind us that
as we journey with Jesus, we learn the steps of discipleship. As we
listen to his call to obedience, may we learn how to say 'no' to all that
tempts us. As we see his suffering, may we live out the good news
which has come to us through Jesus Christ. Amen.

*WORDS OF GRACE

RESPONSIVE PSALM - Psalm 32
L - Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.

C - Happy are those to whom the Lorp imputes no iniquity and in whose
spirit there is no deceit.

L - While I kept sitent, my body wasted away through my groaning all day long.

C - For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was
dried up as by the heat of summer.

L - Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not hide my iniquity;

C - I said, "I will confess my transgressions to the LorD,” and you
forgave the guilt of my sin.

L - Therefore let all who are faithful offer prayer to you;

C - at a time of distress, the rush of mighty waters shall not reach them.

L - You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble; you surround
me with glad cries of deliverance.

C - I will instruct you and teach you the way you should go; I will
counsel you with my eye upon you.

L - Do not be like a horse or a mule, without understanding, whose temper must
be curbed with bit and bridle, else it will not stay near you.

C - Many are the torments of the wicked, but steadfast love surrounds
those who trust in the LoORD.

L - Be glad in the LORD and rejoice, O righteous, and shout for joy, all you upright
in heart.

GOSPEL READING - Matthew 4:1-11

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested by the
devil. He fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterward he was famished. The
tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these
stones to become loaves of bread.” But he answered, “It is written,

‘One does not live by bread alone,

but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.””
Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the
temple, saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is
written,

‘He will command his angels concerning you,’

and ‘On their hands they will bear you up,

so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.”
Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.
Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the
kingdoms of the world and their glory, and he said to him, “All these I will give
you, if you will fall down and worship me.” Then Jesus said to him, “"Away with
you, Satan! for it is written,

‘Worship the Lord your God,

and serve only him."”
Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him.
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CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
DEVOTIONAL HYMN - “"Beautiful Savior” #S 22
SERMON

*DOXOLOGY — Hymn #46
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God all creatures here below,
Praise God for all that love has done,
Creator, Christ and Spirit one. Amen.

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS

CALL TO PRAYER
L- God be with you.
C- And with your spirit.
L- Let us pray. Holy One, you have revealed yourself to us and granted us
the grace to continue steadfast in faith.
C- Eternal Companion of all who seek you, draw near to us and hear
our prayer.

SILENT PRAYER
PASTORAL PRAYER

LORD’'S PRAYER (Unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

INVITATION OF GENEROSITY

PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKSGIVING

God of Mercy, you meet us in wilderness places and walk beside us
through trial and temptation. Use these gifts to bring hope where there
is hunger, healing where there is pain, and light where there is despair.
May what we give reflect our desire to walk more closely with you.
Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN - “Lord, Make Me More Holy” #348
BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE
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Announcements — February 22, 2026

Welcome! If you cannot join us on Sunday mornings, you can watch on
our Facebook page: YouTube Channel (youtube.com/@ First
CongregationalGlencoe).

Our Coffee Hosts For Sunday Morning will be Paula and
Maureen. Please Join us for coffee and goodies in the Fellowship Hall.

Birthdays: Feb 23-Minnie Schwarzrock, Luke Moen; Feb 25-
Jessica Lewandowski; Desiree Richardson

Sunday: Welcome/Worship/Deacon’s Meeting

Sunday School
Monday: 11:00 am Bible Study
Wednesday: 7:00 pm Joint Lenten @ First Congregational-Glencoe

7:00pm Youth Group
Thursday: 8:00 pm A.A.
Next Sunday: 9:30 am Communion Worship Service
Sunday School

Starting March 1st our Worship Service time will change to 9:30 am

Mid-Week Services start at 7:00 pm

1st Week of Lent - February 25th @ First Congregational-Glencoe
2nd Week of Lent - March 4th @ St. John’s/Bongards, NYA

3rd Week of Lent - March 11th @ St. Paul’s, Plato

4th Week of Lent - March 18th @ Friedens/County Line, NYA

5th Week of Lent - March 25th @ First Congregational, Glencoe

February’s Mission of the Month is the Common Cup Weekend
Food Program: Children who qualify receive bags of food sent home in
their backpacks on Fridays to have for the weekend and long school
breaks in a discreet and confidential manner. The program is available
for students throughout McLeod County in HeadStart through Grade 8.
We will be packing bags twice this month and financial donations will be
collected to support this important local mission.

A Common Cup Message For February: Did you know of the many
volunteer opportunities through Common Cup, including" Diaper
Distribution", the Thrift Store, NAPS or becoming an Instant Angel? A
flyer with details and application form is available on the Common Cup
table in the Connecting Room. Check out these and other opportunities!

We're Looking for Sunday School Volunteers! Do you enjoy
working with kids or playing with little ones while helping families feel at
home at church? We're looking for Sunday School volunteers to join our
team.

All you need is a willing heart and a desire to serve. And don’t worry, you
won’t be doing this alone, our dedicated leaders will be with you all the
way. Plenty of support and a lot of laughter are part of the deal.

If you're interested in helping nurture our children and be part of
something meaningful {(and fun), we’d love to talk with you. Please reach
out to Pastor Adam, Cole, Barb or Vicki for more information.

Thank you for praverfully considering how you might serve.




