JOINT UCC MID-WEEK LENTEN SERVICE

Ringing of the Church Bell
Prelude
Words of Welcome

Call to Worship (Responsive)

L - This is a season of turning away from what distracts us and back to the
heart of God.

C - We open our hearts to be renewed.

L - The journey to the cross leads through reflection, repentance, and hope.

C - We walk this road together.

L - In humility and trust, let us worship the God who leads us toward new

life.

C - We come to worship with honest hearts and willing spirits.

Unison Prayer

Jesus, you call us to follow you with courage and trust. You invite
us to lay down what is temporary and to hold fast to what truly
lasts. Give us strength to carry the responsibilities that come with
loving you and loving others well. May we walk together as people
who choose what is lasting and true, finding real life as we follow
you. Amen.

Opening Hymn - "Jesus Calls Us, C're the Tumult” #304

Prayer of Transformation and New Life

Merciful God, we often choose the easy path instead of the faithful
one. We cling to comfort, protect our own interests, and avoid the
cost of true discipleship. We want the benefits of following you
without the surrender it requires. Forgive us. Turn our hearts back
to you. Free us from fear and pride. Teach us to walk your way with
honesty, courage, and love. Amen.

Words of Grace

Responsive Psalm - Psalm 1

L - Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked

C - or take the path that sinners tread or sit in the seat of scoffers,

L - but their delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law they meditate
day and night.

C - They are like trees planted by streams of water,

L - which yield their fruit in its season, and their leaves do not wither.

C - In all that they do, they prosper.

L - The wicked are not so but are like chaff that the wind drives away.

C - Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment nor sinners
in the congregation of the righteous,

L - for the LORD watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the
wicked will perish.

Devotional Hymn - "0 Jesus, I Have Promised” #473

Gospel Reading - Matthew 16:24-27

Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny
themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save
their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. For
what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or
what will they give in return for their life?

“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and
then he will repay everyone for what has been done.

Message - “Where Are Your Roots?” - Rev. Scott Siefert

Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God all creatures here below,
Praise God for all that love has done,
Creator, Christ and Spirit one. Amen.

Sharing or Joy’s and Concerns
Pastoral Prayer

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom
come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day



our daily bread; and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Unison Prayer of Gratitude and Dedication . Fri e"%

Tonight's offering supports MclLeod County Food Shelf w ~
God of Life, we offer ourselves and our resources to You. Use us and Q *
our gifts, that we may be water bearers to a world thirsty for love, for
meaning, for justice, and for hope. May all your people encounter 9‘

&
fuliness of life through the love of Christ, which lives within us. \
Amen. 3

*Closing Hymn - “God Be with You Till We Meet Again” #345
Benediction

Postlude
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