Unison Prayer of Gratitude and Dedication - Pastor Brian

Tonight’s offering supports McLeod County Food Shelf

God of all gifts,

we offer what we have and who we are to you. Receive these gifts as
signs of our love, and use them for the good of your world. Shape our
giving so it reflects your grace— generous, faithful, and alive with
purpose. May all that we offer serve our neighbors and honor you.
Amen.

*Closing Hymn - “Lord, Help Us Walk Your Servant Way” #S 11

Benediction ~ Pastor Adam

Postiude
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Hearing devices are available from one of the Ushers.

Rev. Brian Brosz, St. Paul’s, Plato
Rev. Scott Siefert, St. John’s, NYA
Rev. Al Fiene-Frieden’s, NYA
Rev. Adam Thompson, 1st Congregational, Glencoe
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Mid-Week Lenten Service
March 25, 2026



JOINT UCC MID-WEEK LENTEN SERVICE

Ringing of the Church Bell

Prelude
Words of Welcome - Pastor Adam

Call to Worship - Pastor Adam

L - In this season of reflection, we come with questions on our hearts. What
does God ask of us?

C - To love the Lord our God with all our heart, with all our soul, with
all our mind, and with all our strength.

L - This is the first and greatest commandment.

C - And the second is like it: to love our neighbor as ourselves.

L - In these words, we are called back to what matters most.

C - Not empty ritual, but faithful love. Not distant belief, but active
compassion.

L - So come, not because we have done this perfectly

C - but because God’s mercy meets us here.

L - Come to worship the One who teaches us how to love.

C - We come to love God, and to learn again to love one another.

Opening Prayer (Unison) - Pastor Adam

God of all our living,

you gather us in this quiet hour and turn us again toward what is true.
Stretch our hearts to hold more than ourselves. Refine our attention to
see where love is needed. Steady our hands to do what is right and
good. In this Lenten season, teach us to center our lives in you, so that
every thought, every choice, every action is shaped by love. Amen.

Opening Hymn - I, the Lord Of Sea and Sky (Here I am Lord)” #S 20

Prayer of Transformation and New Life - Pastor Scott

God of mercy,

we turn to you, aware of the ways we have fallen short of love. We
have held back our whole hearts, kept our distance from those in need,
and chosen what is easy instead of what is right. Yet you do not leave
us where we are. Renew us by your grace. Turn our hearts toward you.
Free us from what binds us and lead us into new life. Amen.

Words of Grace - Pastor Scott
Passing the Peace - Pastor Scott

Responsive Psalm - Psalm 119:34-40 - Pastor Scott

L - Give me understanding, so that I may keep your law and obey it with all my
heart.

C - Direct me in the path of your commands, for there I find delight.

L - Turn my heart toward your statutes and not toward selfish gain.

C - Turn my eyes away from worthless things; preserve my life
according to your word.

L - Fulfill your promise to your servant, so that you may be feared.

C - Take away the disgrace I dread, for your laws are good.

L - How I long for your precepts! In your righteousness preserve my life.

Devotional Hymn - Won't you let Me Be Your Servant? - #374

Gospel Readings: - Pastor Al
Matthew 22:34-40
Mark 12:28-34
Luke 10:25-28

Message — “Love My Neighbor?” - Pastor Al

*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God all creatures here below,
Praise God for all that love has done,
Creator, Christ and Spirit one. Amen.

Sharing or Joy’s and Concerns - Pastor Brian
Pastoral Prayer - Pastor Brian

Lord’s Prayer — Pastor Brian

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom
come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.



