WELCOME!

Whether you are a long-time member, a friend, or a guest, we share the
common purpose of worshiping our great God on this day. If you are a
guest, we are especially pleased that you have joined us for worship.
An asterisk (*) in the margin indicates standing for those who choose.

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL
PRELUDE

THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
WORDS OF WELCOME

CHURCH NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

*CALL TO WORSHIP

L: Cleanse me, Light and Love, from my hidden and not so hidden faults.

C: Keep your people away from the insolent; do not let them control me.

L: In this, I plead for your help.

C: You are the only one who shines Light and Love upon me even in the
worst of times.

L: With your Love and Mercy, I shall continue to be human,

C: but I shalil overcome my human frailty.

L: Even though I am not innocent of great transgressions,

C: I trust that you will wrap me in your grace and smile
forgiveness upon my soul.

UNISON PRAYER

God of love,

you are love, and those who live in love live in you. Remind us that we
are held in your perfect love. Cast out the fears that weigh on our hearts
and draw us closer to you. Teach us to love as you have loved us so that
we may grow in love and reflect your love in the world. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN - “*When Love Is Found” #390

*PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE

God of mercy,

you call us to live in love, yet we know that we often fall short. We hold
on to fear, protect our own comfort, and turn away from the needs of
others. At times our words wound, our patience runs thin, and our love
grows small. Forgive us. Renew our hearts and reshape our lives. By
your Spirit and grace, lead us into new life, that we may reflect your
love in all we do. Amen.

*WORDS OF GRACE

RESPONSIVE PSALM - Psalm 31

L: In you, O LORD, I seek refuge. Do not let me be put to shame; in your
righteousness deliver me.

C: You are my rock and my fortress; for your name’s sake lead me and
guide me, for you are my refuge.

L: I exult and rejoice in your steadfast love, because you have seen my affliction;

C: you have taken heed of my adversities and set my feet on a solid
foundation.

L: Be gracious, Holy One, for I am in distress; I am wasting away from grief in
my spirit and my body.

C: There is so much sorrow, and strength fails amidst adversity. My
bones waste away.

L: But I trust in you, O LORD. I say,

C: "You are my God.”

L: Let your face shine upon us; save us in your steadfast love.

C: O how abundant is your goodness!

L: Blessed be the LORD, for you have shown steadfast love to us.

C: You hear our supplications when we cry out.

L: Love God, O people.

C: Be strong, and let your heart take courage, all you who wait on God.

GOSPEL READING - 1 John 4:16b-21

God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides
in them. Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have
boldness on the day of judgment, because as God is, so are we in this
world. There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear
has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached
perfection in love. We love because God first loved us. Those who say,
I love God,” and hate a brother or sister are liars, for those who do not
love a brother or sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom
they have not seen. The commandment we have from God is this: those
who love God must love their brothers and sisters aiso.

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE
DEVOTIONAL HYMN - “What Wondrous Love Is This” #183
SERMON



*DOXOLOGY - Hymn #46
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God all creatures here below,
Praise God for all that love has done,
Creator, Christ and Spirit one. Amen.

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS

CALL TO PRAYER
L- God be with you.
C- And with your spirit.
L- Let us pray. Holy One, you have revealed yourself to us and granted us
the grace to continue steadfast in faith.
C- Eternal Companion of all who seek you, draw near to us and hear
our prayer.

SILENT PRAYER

PASTORAL PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER (Unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

INVITATION OF GENEROSITY

PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKSGIVING

Loving God,

all that we have comes from you. Receive these gifts we offer today and
use them to share your love in the world. Bless the work of this church
and the lives touched through these offerings. Shape us to be generous
people, ready to serve and care for others. We dedicate these gifts and
ourselves to you, in love and gratitude. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN - “Not for tongues of Heaven's Angels” #74

BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE
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Announcements - April 19, 2026

Welcome! If you cannot join us on Sunday mornings, you can watch on
our Facebook page: YouTube Channel (youtube.com/@ First
CongregationalGlencoe).

Thank you to Alyson Winn-Lagergren for playing piano during worship on
Sunday morning.

Please Join us for coffee and goodies in the Fellowship Hall.

Birthdays: Apr 19-David Stark; Apr 22-Jamie Yurek; Apr 23-Kara
Salmela; Apr 25-0zzie Chapman

Weekly Calendar:
Sunday: Discipleship Meeting
Monday: No Bible Study
Wednesday: 6:00 pm Community Dinner and Seminar
7:00pm Youth Group
Next Sunday: Sunday School
Worship/Welcome/Deacon’s Meeting

Join Our Youth Group on Wednesday nights at 7pm - Our Next
gathering on April 22nd. All Youth 6th-12th grade are invited to
attend! The Youth Group will be a safe space for all and one in which
everyone can be their true authentic self without judgment. If you have
any questions you can contact Pastor Adam at
pastor@firstcongochurch.org or the Youth Leader Cole Marshall at
cole@firstcongochurch.org

No Bible Study on April 20th and April 27th

Wednesday Community Dinner & Seminar - April 22nd at 6:00 pm in
the Fellowship Hall. Join us for an evening of food and fellowship. Everyone is
welcome, come as you are. Volunteers are needed each month for set-up, food,
and clean-up. Sign up in the Sanctuary before worship or in the Fellowship Hall
during coffee hour.

Pre-Need Seminar (7:00 pm, after dinner)

Learn about planning ahead for funeral arrangements, including options,
benefits, and ways to ease future burdens on your family. This free, no-obligation
session includes time for questions. Come for dinner, stay for the seminar, or
Join us for either.

April Mission of the Month - Safe Avenues, located in Willmar,
Minnesota, is the only emergency shelter serving women and children impacted
by domestic and sexual violence across 18 southwest Minnesota counties. Each
year, Safe Avenues supports thousands of survivors, offering safety, counseling,
and connection to resources—empowering survivors to rebuild their lives with
dignity. Because of Safe Avenues, individuals and families facing some of their
darkest moments find a path to safety, healing, and empowerment.

Throughout April, we will be raising funds and awareness on behalf of Safe
Avenues (McLeod Alliance has joined with them). Please consider a donation to
this vitally important organization by placing check or cash in a Safe Avenues
envelope at the offering plate or give online at
www.firstcongochurch.org/serve/online-giving/




