WELCOME!

Whether you are a long-time member, a friend, or a guest, we share the
common purpose of worshiping our great God on this day. If you are a
guest, we are especially pleased that you have joined us for worship.
An asterisk (*) in the margin indicates standing for those who choose.,

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL
PRELUDE

THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
WORDS OF WELCOME

CHURCH NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP (inspired by Psalm 23)

L - The Good Shepherd is the gate. Let us enter with thanksgiving and
praise!

C - The Shepherd restores our souls, satisfies our needs, and leads
us on the right path.

L - The Good Shepherd is the gate. Let us live with courage and conviction
not fear and timidity.

C - Through valleys and storms, chaos and confusion, threats and
concerns, the Shepherd comforts us with power and strength,
love and compassion, hope and peace.

L - The Good Shepherd is the gate. Let us worship in the presence of the
Holy One!

C - Surely goodness and mercy shall follow us all our days of my
life. Let us dwell in God’s presence forever!

UNISON PRAYER

God who is Shepherd, Gate, and Way, we join together as a community
in your presence and in your protection. Shield us from apathy and
isolation. Fortify us against resignation and despair. Nudge us toward
justice and righteousness in your name. As we gather to worship you,
may we be transformed by your love, strengthened in grace, and rooted
in faith for your glory and your kingdom come. Amen.

*QOPENING HYMN - “For the Beauty of the Earth” #54

*PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE

Shepherd of our lives, like sheep, we wander and stray. We give you
thanks for not giving up on us and continuing to lead us by your Spirit.
Give us courage and confidence to do your will and to love with our lives.
We devote ourselves anew to your teaching, to community, to
sacramental life, and to prayer. Lead us in the ever full and renewed life
in Christ. Amen.

*WORDS OF GRACE

RESPONSIVE PSALM - Psalm 23

L - The Lorp is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me lie down in
green pastures;

C - he leads me beside still waters; he restores my soul.

L - He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.

C - Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear no evil,

L - for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.

C - You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;

L - you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.

C - Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my
life,

L - and I shall dwell in the house of the Lorp my whole life long.

GOSPEL READING - John 10:1-10

“Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the
gate, but climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. The one who enters
by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. The gatekeeper opens the gate for him,
and the sheep listen to his voice. He cails his own sheep by name and leads them
out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his
sheep follow him because they know his voice. But they will never follow a
stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a
stranger’s voice.” Jesus used this figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not
understand what he was telling them.

Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. All
who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not
listened to them. I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They
will come in and go out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and Kill
and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE



DEVOTIONAL HYMN - “Gracious Spirit, Dwell With Me” #223
SERMON

*DOXOLOGY - Hymn #46
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God all creatures here below,
Praise God for all that love has done,
Creator, Christ and Spirit one. Amen.

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS

CALL TO PRAYER
L- God be with you.
C- And with your spirit.
L- Let us pray. Holy One, you have revealed yourself to us and granted us
the grace to continue steadfast in faith.
C- Eternal Companion of all who seek you, draw near to us and hear
our prayer.

SILENT PRAYER
PASTORAL PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER (Unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin
against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

INVITATION OF GENEROSITY

PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKSGIVING

Generous God, may these gifts biless our life together, fortify our
ministry, and transform our community. Receive them as we give
them—with gladness and thanksgiving. Amen.

*¥*CLOSING HYMN - "All Creatures of Our God, Now Sing” #51
BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE
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Announcements — April 26, 2026

Welcome! If you cannot join us on Sunday mornings, you can watch on our
Facebook page: YouTube Channel (youtube.com/@ First
CongregationalGlencoe).

Our Coffee Host for Sunday Morning will be Barb Magnuson. Please Join us
for coffee and goodies in the Fellowship Hall.

Birthdays: Apr 27-Bridget Kienenberger; Apr 28-Jim Cox; Apr 29-
Nicholas Schultz; May 1-Bob Hoppie

Weekly Calendar:
Sunday: Sunday School
Worship/Welcome/Deacon’s Meeting
Monday: No Bible Study
Next Sunday: 9:30 am Communion Worship Service
Sunday School

Pastor Adam will be Out Of Town from April 27th-May 2nd. Pastor Brian
Brosz will be available for any pastoral needs during this time. His number is
320-455-7998.

April Mission of the Month - Safe Avenues, located in Willmar, Minnesota,
is the only emergency shelter serving women and children impacted by
domestic and sexual violence across 18 southwest Minnesota counties. Each
year, Safe Avenues supports thousands of survivors, offering safety,
counseling, and connection to resources—empowering survivors to rebuild
their lives with dignity. Because of Safe Avenues, individuals and families
facing some of their darkest moments find a path to safety, healing, and
empowerment.

Throughout April, we will be raising funds and awareness on behalf of Safe
Avenues (Mcleod Alliance has joined with them). Please consider a donation
to this vitally important organization by placing check or cash in a Safe
Avenues envelope at the offering plate or give online at

www. firstcongochurch.org/serve/oniine-giving/

5th Annual Spring Fling, Sunday, May 17th, 12 to 4pm! For the 5th
year, we'll be bringing the fun and fellowship of this Free Qutdoor Music
Festival to the community. Once again, we have live bluegrass music,
delicious food and drinks from Lazy Loon, and fun and games for youth
and the youthfulness within us! This year we will be supporting Safe
Avenues with a freewill donation, and they will be on site to share about
their meaningful organization! Volunteers are needed, please
consider signing up!

Join Our Youth Group on Wednesday nights at 7:00 pm - Our Next
gathering on May 6th™ and 20th All Youth 6th-12th grade are
invited to attend! The Youth Group will be a safe space for all and one
in which everyone can be their true authentic self without judgment. If
vyou have any questions you can contact Pastor Adam at
pastor@firstcongochurch.org or the Youth Leader Cole Marshall at
cole@firstcongochurch.org

Our Prayer Members: As servants of Christ our Prayer Team Members
are willing pray for you whenever you have a concern or are in need of a
prayer. Our members are: Kari Warner, Bridget Kienenberger, Stan
Hoof, Shirley Westall, Jan Mackenthun, Pastor Adam, & Barb
Magnuson. To communicate a prayer request you may text or
call Barb at 320-510-1102. May God be with you.




