“At First”

First Congregational UCC
1400 North Elliott Avenue, Glencoe, MN 55336
Church phone: 864-3855; email: office@firstcongochurch.org

Rev. Adam Thompson; Pastor

Church Website: firstcongochurch.org
Facebook Page: First Congregational Church, Glencoe

Livestream:youtube.com/@firstcongregationalglencoe

June 2026

Baccalaureate Sunday

Congratulations to our graduates! We will be
celebrating their accomplishments on June 7th.

Maren Warner
Andrew Jungclaus
Emily Forcier

Zed (Grace) Thompson
Rain (Sofie) Thompson
Riley Magnuson

Glencoe Parade
Volunteers Needed

Set June 27th aside now to support the
church as walkers/candy distributors and
riders on the float OR, bring a blanket or chair
and join us outside the church to support our
float as it passes by.

Sign-up sheets will be in the Fellowship Hall
and or at the back of the church. There are
lots of opportunities to participate either
walking the route to pass out candy, riding on
the float “boat” or maybe serving lemonade in
front of the church! Set-up begins at 11am and
the parade begins at 12 noon.

Q’s? Contact Ann at 320 510-575t, Kari
@ 224 554-9492 or Bridget at 320-864-
5651. This event is supported by The
Christimas Market Team!

Dinner and Game Night

Wednesday Night Dinner and Game nights are
back, the next one is June 10th @
6:00pm.

Sign-up sheets will be available in the back of
the church and during coffee hour

June’s Missions of the Month

Will be Supporting the
UCC’s 5 for 5 Programs

Each week in June we will focus on one of the
UCC Special Offerings. First week will be One
Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS). OGIIS is
a vital special mission offering that connects us
to disaster relief, refugee assistance and
development efforts around the globe. When
disasters strike or when individuals are
displaced due to violence or poverty, OGHS
ensures immediate response and ongoing
recovery.

Your contributions help meet urgent needs
while addressing the root causes of
vulnerability, ensuring long-term, sustainable
solutions for affected communities.

Future weeks will cover Our Church’s
Wider Mission, Strengthening the
Church, Neighbors_in Need, and The
Christmas Fund.




Page 2

At First

Christian Ed News

Celebration Sunday took place May 17th with
six participants Lola and Julian Huitt, Jaxen
and Teagan Mueller and Helayna and
Hayden Collins. Jaxen and Teagan
performed a brass instrumental piece. Julian
read from the Bible and the younger students
recited memory verses and sang with the
accompaniment of Cole on guitar.

Refreshments were provided by Christian Ed
with cupcakes by Kari.

The kids wrapped up their last Sunday
cleaning up their classroom.

This year’s teaching team was comprised of
Barb Magnuson, Vickie Schultz,
Amanda Thompson, Cole Marshall and
Bruce Magnuson. The teaching team will
meet over the summer to develop future
plans.
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to Cole

We extend our heartfelt thanks to Cole
Marshall for his faithful service as our
children and youth leader. His -care,
encouragement, and dedication to our
young people have been a true blessing to
our church family. As Cole continues his
seminary education and prepares for future
ministry, we pray God’s richest blessings
on this next chapter of his journey.
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Birthdays In June

3. Sean Kottke
7. Traci Schwarzrock
Tricia Schilling
Elsie Kottke
Dennis Brede
9. Chelsey Forcier
12. Crystal Marvan
Aubrey Mueller
16. Duane Mathews
18. Brittany Huitt
20. Aidan Thompson
22. Dawn Haupt
Carmen Hoese
Amaiyah Cruz
23. Ramona Nagel
30. Maxxwell Lehmann

Online Worship Live Stream is
now on YouTube

We have moved our online/live stream worship
to YouTube to create a more consistent
connection and better quality experiences.
Please find us at
https: //www.youtube.com/@FirstCongregatio
nalGlencoe or visit our website at
hitps: //www.firstcongochurch.org/ and click
the YouTube link.
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From Your Pastor:

June Brings a New Rhythm

There’s something about June that feels a little lighter. The days stretch longer, the sun stays
out later, and life seems to shift into a different rhythm. School lets out, vacations get planned,
gardens begin to grow, and many of us find ourselves spending a little more time outside.

This change in season always reminds me that our spiritual lives have seasons too.

Some seasons feel full and vibrant. Others feel quieter, where growth is happening beneath the
surface, even if we can’t immediately see it. The encouraging thing is that God is present in all
of them.

I think sometimes we expect spiritual growth to look big or dramatic, but often it happens in
ordinary moments, choosing patience when we’re frustrated, offering kindness when it would
be easier to stay silent, taking a few quiet minutes to pray before the day begins, or simply
trusting God through something difficult.

Summer can be a gift. It gives us space to breathe a little. But if we're honest, it can also pull us
out of routine. Church attendance becomes less consistent, schedules get busy, and before we
know it, the habits that keep us grounded begin to slip.

This June, I want to encourage all of us to stay connected to the things that nourish our faith.
Take God with you wherever summer leads. Talk with Him on morning walks. Open your
Bible with your coffee. Notice His goodness in creation, in family time, in quiet moments of
rest.

And let’s continue caring for one another as a church family. Summer often brings visitors,
new faces, and opportunities to reconnect. A warm welcome, a simple conversation, or an
invitation to sit together can mean more than we realize.

My prayer for this month is not that we stay busy, but that we stay close to Jesus.

However this summer begins for you, with excitement, uncertainty, rest, or a full calendar, may
you know God’s peace and presence in it.

Grace and peace,

Pastor Adam
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Our Praver Team

As servants of Christ our Prayer Team Members are willing pray for you whenever you have a
concern or are in need of a prayer. Our members are: Kari Warner, Bridget Kienenberger,
Stan Hoof, Shirley Westall, Dr Casey Baggott, Jan Mackenthun, Pastor Adam, & Barb
Magnuson. To communicate a prayer request you may text or call Barb at 320-
510-1102. May God be with you.

Bible Study. Youth Group. and Sunday School are on Summer Break!

Spring Fling
Unfortunately had to be canceled due to an ominous forecast but have no fear, we have

rescheduled the event for fall. All the same family fun, great music, and delicious food will be
coming on September 13th. Put it on your calendars, tell your friends and neighbors!!

Head Start Preschool at First Congregational

We are getting close to signing an agreement with UCAP Head Start Preschool to lease a
portion of the church building for them to use as a preschool. We will keep you posted on the
progress, if you have any questions, please talk with Pastor Adam

Attention!!

If you have any food stored in the Church Freezer, please remove by Friday, June 12th. We
have a repair man coming in.

If you would like to donate 2 or more American Flags for the church flagpole, please drop off at
the church. The church’s flags usually lasts around 6 months.
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FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
Leadership Team Minutes for April 15, 2026

Attending: Stan Hoof, Carmen Kienenberger, Bridget Kienenberger, Jim Cox, Jan Willand,

Pastor Adam

Call To Order — The meeting was called to order by Stan at 2:04p.m. Our March meeting was
not held for lack of a quorum.

2. Opening Prayer — Pastor Adam began our meeting with prayer.

5.

Motion to approve February’s Meeting Minutes — Carmen moved to approve the Minutes
which were seconded by Jan. Unanimous approval.

Pastor’s Report/Update
While the Holy Week was busy, it went well. Lenten Services were well attended and our

Easter Service swelled to more than 70 attendees. The Easter Egg Hunt after church was also
well attended with 10 children. The funeral for Elaine Reynolds was held April 4th.

The “Feed Our Starving Children” food packing event takes place Saturday, April 18th.
Currently 10 people have registered to participate.

April's Wednesday Pot Luck will take place on the 22nd followed by a Pre-Planning Seminar by
McBride’s Funeral Home.

Cole is preaching on Sunday, April 19th.

“Away from the Office” — Pastor Adam will be in Mexico April 27 — May 2. Cole will be
attending a UCC Young Adult program in Ireland from April 26 — May 4.

Spring Fling will be held May 17th from 12-4pm with the 2025 Christmas Market & Discipleship
Team assisting in the funding. Our non-profit recipient will be Safe Avenues — a domestic
abuse organization.

The Mutual Aid Fund, established thru Zion church (Litchfield), is active in Glencoe and funds
have been distributed throughout the community. The urgent need has declined as the most
active Ice Enforcement has been reduced in our community. Our church received a $500 grant
from the UCC Conference “Connections to Community” which was donated to the Mutual Aid
Fund.

Pastor Adam will discuss with the Deacons pre-recording church services on Memorial Day,
July 4th and Labor Day Sundays.

Youth Group — Attendance is flagging with 0-2 showing up each week. Pastor Adam will be
reviewing Cole’s duties to determine if changes need to be made.

Team Leader Reports

A. Resource Team —

Pledges for March, 2026 $17,681 Year to Date, 2025  $24,407
Pledges for March, 2025 $ 7,347 Year to Date, 2025  $27,747

1. Buildings and Grounds —
a) A water leak on the north hallway interior wall was found. Carmen will call Vos
Construction to re-inspect that portion of the roof that was repaired last year.
b) A problem with the stained glass window on the east side of the church (by the organ)
has been identified.
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¢) Asmall hole in the floor of the kitchen (under the table) has been found. The repair will
be done in-house.

Discipleship — A March meeting was not held due to vacation conflicts. We're welcoming Jim
Benson back from his winter home this week and will confirm all revenues/expenditures at our
April 19th meeting.

Deacons — The Easter breakfast was well attended.

Worship & Welcome — With the help of the Deacons, getting the communion supplies upstairs
and back has been going well.

OLD BUSINESS

A. New Service Starting Time — Pastor has received positive comments from those who voted
to move the time forward by 15 minutes.

New Business

A. Childcare Facility Lease Agreement — The Team reviewed the revised Lease Agreement
draft and made recommendations for further changes which protect the church under
various conditions. Impacts to insurance and other matters will be reviewed. Kelly Rach
has been asked to review the Team’'s recommendations/comments and make additional
changes to this draft. Pastor Adam and Kelly will handle the lease from here on.

B. Church Landscaping and Sidewalk - Pastor met with Ann and Rod Wangerin recently to
discuss the scope of the landscaping work requested and or desired for the church
property. Carmen explained the duties of our current lawn service. It was decided that the
beautification project will be coordinated with Rod Wangerin and recommendations given to
the Resource Team for decisions on funding. The problem with the uneven sidewalk on
the west side of the church was also given to the Resource Team to determine the needed
repairs.

C. Alarm System in the Storage Supply Room — No one is aware of its purpose. Ann
Wangerin notified Stan while it was “blaring” and while talking it quit and hasn’t done it
again. The decision was made fo try to find old building plans before hiring an electrician to
look into it.

Motion to Adjourn — Stan motioned to adjourn the meeting with Jan and Jim seconding the
motion. We were adjourned at 3:00pm.

Respectfully submitted, Bridget Kienenberger

Next Meeting Date:
May 20th, 2pm




FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

Leadership Team Minutes for May 20, 2026
Draft

Attending: Stan Hoof, Carmen Kienenberger, Bridget Kienenberger, Jim Cox, Jan Willand,
Pastor Adam

1. Call To Order — The mesting was called to order by Stan at 2:10p.m.

2. Opening Prayer - Pastor Adam began our meeting with prayer.

3. Motion to approve the April Meeting Minutes — Carmen moved to approve the Minutes
which were seconded by Jan. Unanimous approval.

4. Pastor’s Report/Update

¢ Spring Fling — Qur Spring Festival was canceled on Friday due to inclement weather
conditions on Sunday. Bringing the festival back this fall is being considered (maybe 9/13).

« Baccalaureate Sunday is scheduled for June 7th with a possibility of six graduates being
recognized. Students will be invited to submit a video describing their achievements and
future plans that will be shown during church that day.

s The Annual UCC Community Picnic is scheduled for July 19th at Oscar Olson Park this year.

A planning meeting is scheduled for June 17th and Pastor is looking for a church member to

represent our church organizing the event.

2nd Wednesday Dinners will begin for the summer on June 10th.

Bible Study and Sunday School will not run during the summer months.

Sunday, May 24th will be an on-line service as we honor Memorial Day.

Pastor Adam will be mentoring a seminary student while serving as an Advisor to the Member

of the UCC Discernment group.

o Cole Marshall's position as Youth Leader will end June 2nd due to low student participation
numbers and insubstantial interaction with the kids and parents. Carmen made the motion
which Jan seconded. There was unanimous approval.

5. Team Leader Reports

A. Resource Team —

Pledges for April, 2026  $3,733 Year to Date, 2026  $27,990

Pledges for April, 2025 $4,155 Year to Date, 2025  $31,182
¢ The church is spending an average of $14,000 monthly, including:
e The Pastor’s Salary (income, housing, dental, life insurance, Health, pension) $7,358
¢ Staff Salaries (Ann, Wendy & Cole} $3,000
e Bills (church insurance, worker's comp., phone/internet, Light/Power, Center-
+ Point Energy, Video Streaming, Quickbooks, Alyson-piano} $3,700

A letter will be sent from the Congregational Generosity-Stewardship group to the congregation
in June requesting additional financial support to meet our budget.



B. Discipleship —

o Missions Updates: Safe Avenues, our April Mission program was sent a check for $525 in
May. Our May mission, Laundry Love, is on-going. June's mission will support the UCC’s 5
for 5 programs. Bruckschen interest earnings will be transferred to this account for
distribution with each monthly mission.

e Sunday Schoo! & Youna Adults - June’s Celebration Sunday took place May 17" with 6
young people participating. The Sunday School teaching team will meet over the summer
to develop plans for this fall. Our Older Youth Program is taking the summer off.

o Special Event Programs — In the past the Discipleship Team took the lead for the Spring
Fling, Glencoe Parade and Trunk or Treat events with Pastor Adam shouldering the
administrative and volunteer recruitment & publicity for these specia! events. It was
suggested that the three groups that comprise our organizational structure each take one
event to be responsible for. Pastor Adam would be responsible for the structure
development and the teams would take over the sourcing volunteers, and doing the
footwork the day of the event. Currently Worship/Welcome/Deacons have 12-20 members,
Resource Team has 6-8 members and Discipleship Team has 6-10 people. Discipleship
members and other church volunteers have the Glencoe Parade covered. Pastor has
suggested that we turn the Spring Fling into a Fall event this year, looking at September
13", This “Fall Fling” and the Trunk or Treat Event needs a group to take the lead and ease
Pastor Adam’s extra workload, allowing him to focus on his pastoral duties.

C. Deacons - A late summer Brat Stand is being considered.

D. Worship & Welcome — With the help of the Deacons and others, there is good collaboration in
getting the communion supplies upstairs and back.

6. OLD BUSINESS

A. Childcare Facility Lease Agreement — The Lease Agreement has continued to be tweaked
by Pastor Adam and Kelly. The program could begin as soon as June 1st. The church
would receive $750/month for this rental.

B. Church Landscaping and Sidewalk - Pastor Adam, Ann and Rod Wangerin and Paula B.
met recently to discuss the scope of the landscaping work requested and or desired for the
church property. Carmen explained the duties of our current lawn service. It was decided
that the beautification project will be coordinated with Rod Wangerin and recommendations
given to the Resource Team for decisions on funding. The problem with the uneven
sidewalk on the west side of the church was aiso given to the Resource Team to determine
the needed repairs.

7. New Business
A. Weeds across 14th Street on Church Property — refer to Old Business, B.

8. Motion to Adjourn — Carmen motioned to adjourn the meeting with Jan and Jim seconding
the motion. We were adjourned at 2:50pm.

9. Next Meeting Date: June 17, 2pm

Respectfully submitted, Bridget Kienenberger
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Join us in celebrating the graduates!

Friday, June 5th starting at 6pm
5712 Brook Drive - Edina, MN 55439
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