“At First”

First Congregational UCC
1400 North Elliott Avenue, Glencoe, MN 55336
Church phone: 864-3855; email: office@firstcongochurch.org
Rev. Adam Thompson; Pastor
Cole Marshall; Youth Leader

Church Website: firstcongochurch.org
Facebook Page: First Congregational Church, Glencoe

Livestream:youtube.com/@firstcongregationalglencoe

May 2026

Sunday School

Celebration Sunday - May 17th

There will be a recognition of our Sunday
School students, sharing bible verses,
music and a skit during our Worship Service
as we close out the Sunday school year.

Celebrate with our Sunday school families, after
church, in the Fellowship Hall for refreshments.

QOur Praver Team

As servants of Christ our Prayer Team Members
are willing pray for you whenever you have a
concern or are in need of a prayer. Our
members are: Kari Warner, Bridget
Kienenberger, Stan Hoof, Shirley Hoof,
Jan Mackenthun, Pastor Adam, & Barb
Magnuson. To communicate a prayer
request you may text or call Barb at 320-
510-1102. May God be with you.

Minnesota Conference

Annual Meeting
The Minnesota Conference Annual Meeting
will held June 12th - 13th to be held at
the College of Benedict, St Joseph, Mn
with an online option.

“When he had finished speaking, he said
to Simon, ‘Put out into deep water, and let
down the nets for a catch.”

Keynote Speaker: Jessica Vazquez Torres

We are excited to welcome you to a few days
on the beautiful campus of St. Benedict's
College this June. We invite you to join us in-
person or via Zoom as we explore “Into the
Deep” — defying division and celebrating our
strength, unity, and resolve as Minnesotans
and children of God.

First-time Delegate Training, Thursday,
June 4, at 6:30 pm, facilitated by Rev. Kelly
Gallagher.

Hearings: Budget, Compensation
Guidelines, and Resolutions

If you would like to go as our church
representative to any of the events, please
talk to Pastor Adam or call the church
office for times and dates of different
workshops @ 864-3855.
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2B CONTINUED

(320) 854-HOPE (4673)
2B CONTINUED
305 7th Street E.
PO Box 24
Glencoe, MN 55336

Need Support Now? 988 offers 24/7
judgment-free support for mental health,
substance use, and more.

1. Robert Hoppie
3. Audrey Forcier
Nathan Warner
Text, i”’ or ch_a'g 088, 6. Ethan Kottke
8. Karen Benson
2. Justin Forcier
6. Dan Biederwolf
Amanda Thompson
Robbie Navarro
22. Jacob Paul

23. Vernon Forcier

*2B CONTINUED does not offer
professional services
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Free Suicide Prevention Training Maren Warner
June 17, 2026 @ the Glencoe City Center Eliza Pulley
) . 25. Cassandra Forcier
Go to website for Information 26. Larry Olson

LaDonna Brinkmann
27. Ken Stenzel

Paisley Puley
30. Stan Hoof
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On Behalf of the Staff and Board Members of
Common Cup Ministry we thank you for your
continued and generous support of our

Deacons In Charge For May

May 3 - Dan Kottke
May 10 - Jim Cox

organization. You bless many lives through May 17 - Bruce Magnuson
your care and compassion for those in need. May 24 — No Service
Your donation of $560.00 will be used where May 31 - Duane Mathews
needed most.

Bev Bonte, Director of CCM in Charge of Altar: Ann Wangerin
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From Your Pastor:

Dear Church Family,

As May arrives, we find ourselves standing in a season of renewal. The days are longer, the air feels
lighter, and signs of new life are all around us. It's a natural time to pause and notice how growth often
happens quietly, beneath the surface, before it ever becomes visible.

In our own lives, faith can work much the same way.

There are seasons when we feel strong and steady, and others when we wonder if anything is
changing at all. We pray, we hope, we try to stay faithful in small ways. Yet it can feel slow. [f that's
where you find yourself this month, take heart. Growth is still happening, even when you can't see it
yet.

Scripture reminds us that God is always at work. Not just in the big, dramatic moments, but in the
quiet, ordinary days. A kind word offered. A moment of patience. Choosing grace when it would be
easier to turn away. These are the places where faith takes root and deepens.

May is also a time when many of us feel pulled in different directions. School events, family plans, the
busyness of spring. It's easy to let our spiritual lives get pushed to the margins. But even a few
intentional moments each day can make a difference. A short prayer in the morning. A breath of
gratitude before a meal. A quiet pause in the evening to reflect.

As a church family, we continue to walk this journey together. Whether you've been here for years or
are just finding your way, you are part of this community. Your presence matters. Your story matters.
And you are never walking alone.

This month, | invite you to look for signs of growth—not just in the world around you, but within your
own heart. Where have you become more patient? More compassionate? More trusting? These are
not small things. They are evidence of God'’s faithful work in you.

Let May be a reminder that new life is always possible. That hope can take root again. That even after
long seasons of waiting, something beautiful can begin to grow.

Grace and peace to you in the days ahead,
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Youth Group
May 6th & 20th @ 7-8:15pm

All youth 6th grade - 12th grade are invited to attend!

Friends of families who are not actively involved with our church or the UCC are
also invited as long as they agree to the guidelines and rules of the Youth Group,
as well as the church itself as a means of respecting the space
in which we use during our meetings.

The Youth Group will be a safe space for all and one in which
everyone can be their true authentic self without judgment.

If you have any questions you can contact Pastor Adam at
pastor@firstcongochurch.org or the Youth Leader Cole Marshali at
cole@firstcomngochurch.org .

Monday Morning Bible Study

Let’s get together and explore God’s Word!

Join Pastor Adam and others in the connecting room

(just outside of the sanctuary)

Monday’s @ 11am

Everyone is welcome to this low stress, conversational gathering

where we are interested in learning how God is speaking fo us today!
**No Bible Study May 25th — Memorial Day™*




Christmas Market Distributes Funds!

Members of the Christmas Market Team are excited to announce
that the proceeds from the 2025 event will be distributed between
three Outreach programs this year, including The Spring Fling, the
Glencoe Parade and Trunk or Treat. The Spring Fling will receive $3,000
and the remaining $1,500 will be used, as necessary for the two other
events. Any remaining dollars will be available for unforeseen outreach
expenses. Start-up expenses for the 2026 Christmas Market will be
provided by Women'’s Fellowship.

A general 2026 Christmas Market meeting will be held May 24th
to lay out plans for this year’s event. ALL MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH
ARE ENCOURAGED TO ATTEND AND PROVIDE INPUT.

Questions or Ideas? Feel free to contact Paula Bulau {320-864-6510),
Kari Warner (224-554-9492), Ann Wangerin (320-510-57510), Chris
Marsh (320-316-1370), Joann Biederwolf (612-819 -7026), Barb
Magnuson {320-510-1102) or Bridget Kienenberger (320-864-5651).



e SPring Fling
Free Outdoor
Community Music Festival

Sunda May 17th
2-4p

1400 Elliott Ave H Glencoe

Free wiﬂ offering supporting
| _, "t S a j 12,
) ﬂlvenues

Join us for the 5th Annual Spring Fling!

Free Outdoor Community Music Festivall

- Live Bluegrass by the Eclectics and Double Down Daredevils!
- Food and Beverages from Lazy Loon Brewery!
- Bounce House, Yard Games, Face Painting, and More!
- Pop, Water, and Snacks!

Your support matters! Financial donations for the event
and/or the freewill offering are greatly appreciated!

Your time is also a great way to support this community outreach

event
sign up in the Fellowship Hall!




FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
Leadership Team Minutes for April 15, 2026
DRAFT

Attending: Stan Hoof, Carmen Kienenberger, Bridget Kienenberger, Jim Cox, Jan Willand,
Pastor Adam

1. Call To Order — The meeting was called to order by Stan at 2:04p.m. Our March meeting was
not held for lack of a quorum.

2. Opening Prayer — Pastor Adam began our meeting with prayer.

3. Motion to approve February’s Meeting Minutes — Carmen moved to approve the Minutes
which were seconded by Jan. Unanimous approval.

4. Pastor’s Report/Update
e While the Holy Week was busy, it went well. Lenten Services were well attended and our

Easter Service swelled to more than 70 attendees. The Easter Egg Hunt after church was also
well attended with 10 children. The funeral for Elaine Reynolds was held April 4th.

e The “Feed Our Starving Children” food packing event takes place Saturday, April 18th.
Currently 10 people have registered to participate.

e April's Wednesday Pot Luck will take place on the 2nd followed by a Pre-Planning Seminar by
McBride's Funeral Home.

¢ Cole is preaching on Sunday, April 19th

e “Away from the Office” — Pastor Adam will be in Mexico April 27 — May 2nd. Cole will be
attending a UCC Young Adult program in lreland from April 26 — May 4th.

¢ Spring Fling will be held May 17th from 12-4pm with the 2025 Christmas Market & Discipleship
Team assisting in the funding. Our non-profit recipient will be Safe Avenues — a domestic
abuse organization.

o The Mutual Aid Fund, established thru Zion church (Litchfield), is active in Glencoe and funds
have been distributed throughout the community. The urgent need has declined as the most
active lce Enforcement has been reduced in our community. Our church received a $500
grant from the UCC Conference “Connections to Community” which was donated to the Mutual
Aid Fund.

e Pastor Adam will discuss with the Deacons prerecording church services on Memorial Day,
July 4th and Labor Day Sundays.

¢ Youth Group — Attendance is flagging with 0-2 showing up each week. Pastor Adam will be
reviewing Cole’s duties to determine if changes need to be made.

5. Team Leader Reports

A. Resource Team —
Pledges for March, 2026 $17,681 Year to Date, 2025  $24,407
Pledges for March, 2025 $ 7,347 Year to Date, 2025  $27,747



1. Buildings and Grounds —
a) A water leak on the north hallway interior wall was found. Carmen will call Vos
Construction to re-inspect that portion of the roof that was repaired last year.
b) A probiem with the stained glass window on the east side of the church (by the organ)
has been identified.
¢) Asmall hole in the floor of the kitchen (under the table) has been found. The repair will
be done in-house.

B. Discipleship — A March meeting was not held due to vacation conflicts. We're welcoming Jim
Benson back from his winter home this week and will confirm all revenues/expenditures at our
April 19th meeting.

C. Deacons — The Easter breakfast was well attended.

D. Worship & Welcome - With the help of the Deacons, getting the communion supplies upstairs
and back has been going well.

6. OLD BUSINESS

A. New Service Starting Time — Pastor has received positive comments from those who voted
to move the time forward by 15 minutes.

7. New Business

A. Childcare Facility Lease Agreement — The Team reviewed the revised Lease Agreement
draft and made recommendations for further changes which protect the church under
various conditions. Impacts to insurance and other matters will be reviewed. Kelly Rach
has been asked to review the Team’s recommendations/comments and make additional
changes to this draft. Pastor Adam and Kelly will handle the lease from here on.

B. Church Landscaping and Sidewalk - Pastor met with Ann and Rod Wangerin recently to
discuss the scope of the landscaping work requested and or desired for the church
property. Carmen explained the duties of our current lawn service. It was decided that the
beautification project will be coordinated with Rod Wangerin and recommendations given to
the Resource Team for decisions on funding. The problem with the uneven sidewalk on
the west side of the church was also given to the Resource Team to determine the needed
repairs.

C. Alarm System in the Storage Supply Room — No one is aware of its purpose. Ann
Wangerin notified Stan while it was “blaring” and while talking it quit and hasn’t done it
again. The decision was made to try to find old building plans before hiring an electrician to
look into it.

8. Motion to Adjourn — Stan motioned to adjourn the meeting with Jan and Jim seconding the
motion. We were adjourned at 3:00pm.

Respectfully submitted, Bridget Kienenberger

Next Meeting Date: May 20th € 2pm




Sun

2026

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

9:30 am Communion
Worship Service
Deacon; Dan Kottke
Sunday School

4
11:00 am Bible Study

6
7:00pm Youth Group

8:00 pm AA

10

9:30 am Worship Service
Deacon: Jim Cox
Sunday School

11
11:00 am Bible Study

12

13

14
8:00 pm AA

15

16

17

9:30 am Worship Service
Deacon:Bruce Magnuson
Alyson playing paino
Celebration Sunday
Discipleship Meeting
|12:00-4:00pm Spring Fiing

18
11:00 am Bible Study

19

20

Noon-Trustee’s Meeting
2:00pm Leadership Meeting
7:00pm Youth Group

21
8:00 pm AA

22

23

24
No Worship Service

25
No Bible Study
Memorial Day

26

27

28
8:00 pm AA

29

30

31

9:30 am Worship Service
Deacon:Duane Mathews
Worship/Welcome/

| Deacon's Meeting




