WELCOME!

Whether you are a long-time member, a friend, or a guest, we share the
common purpose of worshiping our great God on this day. If you are a
guest, we are especially pleased that you have joined us for worship.
An asterisk (*) in the margin indicates standing for those who choose.
Bold print when found in a litany or reading indicates that this is read
aloud by the congregation.

RINGING OF THE CHURCH BELL
PRELUDE

THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
WORDS OF WELCOME

CHURCH NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

L - God meets us right where we are, lighting the path in front of us one step at
a time.

C - helping us see when the way is unclear.

L - God stays with us in hard places, holding us steady when life feels heavy.

C - giving us hope, strength, and direction.

L - Let us turn our hearts toward God, ready to listen, ready to follow, ready to
worship.

C - God is our light and our life. Let us worship together.

UNISON PRAYER

Loving God, you created life in us and all around us. Open us to receive
your gifts of your world and your word that we may be not just hearers
of the word, but doers also. Amen.

*OPENING HYMN - “Be Thou My Vision” #445

*PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE

Gracious God,

your gifts to us: our lives, this world, and your word to us. When we
receive your word, may we nurture it so that it grows roots within us.
May we not be distracted by the lure of wealth or the cares of the world.
Let us be good soil, receiving your word, understanding it, and acting
upon it. Amen.

WORDS OF GRACE

RESPONSIVE READING - Psalm 119:105-112

L - Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path.

C - I have taken an oath and confirmed it, that I will follow your
righteous laws.

L - I have suffered much; preserve my life, LORD, according to your word.

C - Accept, LorD, the willing praise of my mouth, and teach me your
laws.

L - Though I constantly take my life in my hands, I will not forget your law.

C - The wicked have set a snare for me, but I have not strayed from your
precepts.

L - Your statutes are my heritage forever; they are the joy of my heart.

C - My heart is set on keeping your decrees to the very end.

GOSPEL READING - Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. Such large crowds
gathered around him that he got intc a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood
on the shore. Then he told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out
to sow his seed. As he was scattering the seed, some fell along the path, and the
birds came and ate it up. Some fell on rocky places, where it did not have much soil.
It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. But when the sun came up, the
plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no root. Other seed fell
among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. Still other seed feli on good
soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty times what was
sown. Whoever has ears, let them hear”

“Listen then to what the parable of the sower means: When anyone hears the
message about the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and
snatches away what was sown in their heart. This is the seed sown along the
path. The seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who hears the word and at
once receives it with joy. But since they have no root, they last only a short time.
When trouble or persecution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. The
seed falling among the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, but the
worries of this life and the deceitfulness of wealth choke the word, making it
unfruitful. But the seed falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the word
and understands it. This is the one who produces a crop, vielding a hundred, sixty or
thirty times what was sown.”

DEVOTIONAL HYMN - “Let Us Break Bread Together” #311
SERMON

*DOXOLOGY #46
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise God all creatures here below,
Praise God for all that love has done,
Creator, Christ and Spirit one. Amen.



THE SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION

(First Congregational UCC practices open communion. All who feel so
called are invited to share in the meal of the Lord’s table. Please wait until
all have been served before partaking of the elements.)

Call to Communion

Unison Communion Prayer

Dear and loving God, with grateful hearts we prepare to receive your
gifts to us, taken in remembrance of Jesus Christ. Let your Holy Spirit
grace our table, so that we may know Christ fully in the breaking of the
bread and the sharing of the cup. Bind us together through this holy
meal as the Body of Christ, and grant us the peace of your presence.
Amen.

Blessing and Sharing of the Elements

Unison Prayer of Thanksgiving

We give you thanks, Loving God, for the splendor of this holy meal.
Through the power of Jesus’ presence at this table, grant us the grace to
remain in fellowship always and the conviction to follow him wherever
he leads us. Amen

SHARING OF JOYS AND CONCERNS
SILENT PRAYER

PASTORAL PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER (Unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread. And forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against
us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

INVITATION OF GENEROSITY

PRAYER OF DEDICATION AND THANKSGIVING

Gracious God,

filled by your generosity to us, may we be generous to others. Accept
from us these gifts of our time, talents, and treasures as we commit our
lives to you. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN - "Open My Eyes, That I May See” S5
POSTLUDE
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Announcements - July 12, 2026

If you cannot join us on Sunday mornings, you can watch on our
Facebook page: YouTube Channel (youtube.com/@  First
CongregationalGlencoe).

Birthdays: July 12-Norma McNeil; July 16-Karen Stenzel

Our Coffee Hosts for Sunday Morning will be Bruce and Barb
Magnuson Please Join us for coffee and goodies in the Fellowship Hall.

Weekly Calendar

Sunday: Discipleship Meeting

Wednesday: Noon-Resource Meetings
2:00 pm Leadership Meeting

Next Sunday:10:30 am Annual UCC Community Picnic/Worship
Service

Everyone is Welcome: We will be joining other UCC churches for our
Annual Community Worship and Picnic in the Park at Oscar Olson
Park, 1400 Union Ave N, Glencoe on Sunday, July 19th at 10:30
am. Freewill offering will go to 2BContinued. Everyone is
Welcome!!

A SPECIAL THANK YOU to the Women’s Fellowship for donating 2
American Flags.

July's Mission of the Month - Join the School Supply Drive to collect
funds for the purchase of specific supplies requested by the School
District for grades K - 12. Our custom is to request cash donations for
the items that Kari Warner and Bridget Kienenberger purchase from the
list. We'll collect donations throughout July and then encourage your help
in distributing these items to the excitedly waiting kids in August. Wwe'll
be getting our list of requested items in early August. Watch for more
details in upcoming church bulletins.




